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FACE/OFF
T H E F I G H T F O R F I V E
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WORDS ANDREW BENSON

For the first time in F1 history, two four-time
world champions go head-to-head for a fifth title.
And with both Lewis Hamilton and Seb Vettel in
competitive cars, the fight for supremacy should
be a thriller. It’s one neither can afford to lose…
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Sure, you know about his legendary dad. But how about

his passion for pork-and-beef burgers – without tomatoes?

Discover all this and more as Carlos Sainz faces your interrogation

CARLOSSAINZ
WORDS STU RT COD ING

PHOTOS AN Y HONE

}}YOU ASK THE
QUESTIONS

Where are a l these people coming from? Renault s hospitality

F1 Racing

F1 Rac ng

in the same burger?

CS

Carlos Oñoro

F1R

CS

During the winter

break you posted on

Instagram asking fans

to vote on whether

it was okay for a

Saturday ‘cheat day’

burger We a l know you

love a good burger but

what is your a l time

favour te?

Fern Lock UK

THE
LONG

INTERVIEW
Limelight-shy but power-driven,

FIA President Jean Todt is an
infrequent interviewee. But

F1 Racing has been able to secure
rare access to the boss of world

motor racing to glean valuable
insights into the future of our sport
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Where Melbourne, Australia

When 5.48pm, Sunday

25 March 2018

Details Canon EOS-1DX MkII,

28mm lens, 1/500th @ F5

Ticker tape parade

PARADE 

Photographer  

                        : Steven Tee
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Where  Melbourne, Australia 

When  4.27pm, Sunday

25 March 2018

PARADE

Max gets into a spin
For Australia, I decided to shoot 

the start of the race from the 

outside of Turn 2. I chose to 

stay by the barriers rather than 

up in the photographers’ tower, 

as I think you get a much more 

dynamic shot close to the track.

In the early stages, Max 

Verstappen was pushing hard 

as he was stuck behind the Haas 

of Kevin Magnussen. I believe 

he damaged his diffuser, which 

caused him to spin in Turn 2.

I was pre-focused with the 

the kerb, but when his car took 

a different trajectory I had to 

suddenly press the autofocus 

button while trying to follow 

the spinning car as best as I 

could. It required lightning fast 

reactions to capture.

Photographer  

                        : Andy Hone

Details  Canon EOS-1DX,

500mm lens, 1/1000th @ F4 
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Where  Melbourne, Australia 

When  6.12pm, Saturday

24 March 2018

Details  Canon EOS-1DX MkII, 

18mm lens, 1/800th @ F4  

PARADE 

Standing ceremony

Photographer  

                        : Steven Tee
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Where  Melbourne, Australia 

When 5.17pm, Friday

23 March 2018

Details  Canon EOS-1DX MkII, 

165mm lens, 1/15th @ F5

PARADE 

The Russian rocket

In Melbourne you can often 

experience ‘four seasons in one 

day’ and this year’s Australian 

GP was no different. With rain 

forecast on Saturday, I decided 

to maximise the sunlight we 

had for Friday practice.

This is Williams’ rookie 

Sergey Sirotkin on the throttle 

FP2. The trick to this image is 

to capture the helmet so it’s pin 

sharp, but that’s much harder 

to achieve now with the halo in 

front of the driver.

This is a great place to stand 

because the cars are on full 

acceleration and it’s quite 

exhilarating just being less than 

a metre away from the track. 

The only downside is getting 

covered in bits of tyre debris...  

Photographer  

                        : Glenn Dunbar







Where Melbourne, Australia

When 1.16pm, Friday

23 March 2018

Details Canon EOS-1DX MkII,

840mm lens, 1/320th @ F8

PARADE 

The silver bullet

Lewis Hamilton comes into 

session in Melbourne, 

while I’m shooting from the 

outside of Turn 2.

One of the limitations we 

had to take into consideration 

at this corner this year was the 

weather —

wind. Because this is shot on 

a very large 600mm lens and 

 

jolt the lens and ruin the frame. 

 By shooting on a slow 

effect as Lewis drives across 

the kerbs. This gives a real 

 

in a still image.

Photographer  

                        : Glenn Dunbar
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INSIDER
01

A THREE-WAY TITLE FIGHT
Signs point to a close battle up front

between

Mercedes, Ferrari and Red Bull this year? It looks

This issue of F1 Racing went to press before the

Bahrain Grand Prix, but the season-opening race in

Australia offered hints that the battle between the big

01

THREE TRIBES

GO TO WAR

18     F 1  R A C I N G  M AY  2 0 1 8

Ferrari lucked in to 

Australia win after 

Mercedes got their 

calculations wrong

Mercedes have the 

quickest car, but Ferrari 

aren’t far off and Red Bull 

are quick as well
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RANCOUR DOWN THE RANKS 
Bottas under pressure, Haas under fire, 
Williams underwhelming; it’s all kicking off

02

20-21 VISION

02
ALL EYES ON 2021
Formula 1 bosses to unveil their vision for 
closer competition and a better show 03

F1’s ever-present politics have taken a back seat so far

this year, but that looks set to change with a presentation

by owners Liberty Media to the teams on their plans for

the future, scheduled for the Bahrain weekend.

Exactly what Liberty F1 bosses Chase Carey, Ross

Brawn and Sean Bratches will present is unclear as F1 

Racing went to press, but the general outline of where 

they are trying to take F1 isn’t.

They want closer competition on track and a more 

spectacular show. They are planning to do this by 

simplifying the engines – technically an FIA decision (see 

Jean Todt interview, page 62) – and reducing the wealth 

gap between the biggest and smallest teams.

But the devil is in the detail. The engine manufacturers 

have already pushed back on a proposal to simplify the 

engines and made a counter-proposal which, unlike the 

joint FIA/Liberty proposal, suggests keeping the MGU-H 

– the part of the hybrid system that not only limits the 

sometimes capable of operating.

Vettel, meanwhile, is still not happy with the Ferrari’s 

balance, and he made a mistake in Turn 13 on his 

pole-shot lap. His average advantage over Räikkönen 

is about 0.2secs in qualifying, which brings the gap to 

Hamilton down to 0.5secs. Still a lot, but it’s the sort of 

year, for example. Vettel remains a driver who needs a car 

to behave in a certain way to deliver his formidable best – 

he is less adaptable than Hamilton and Fernando Alonso.

“The car has huge potential but I’m still struggling a 

little bit,” he said. “If we also compare to where we’re still 

a bit weak, it’s where I feel that the car is not yet there. 

“So, what am I missing, when you talk about something 

that you miss as a driver, [it’s that] the car doesn’t 

respond the way you like and it’s still sliding in places  

you don’t want it to slide. I want the car to be spot-on 

when I hit brakes and turn in, and in that window I’m not 

yet happy, so it’s always sort of a compromise. 

“Of course, it’s our job to drive around problems but if 

I could choose, I would like it a bit different. I think we 

can live with it but I feel also if we get on top of that then 

and you trust the car, you don’t think for a second, you 

just go out and do it. At the moment, it just feels a bit too 

conscious. So let’s hope I get to think less.”

Even with these limitations, the Ferrari was closely 

matched with the Mercedes on race pace in Melbourne. 

Hamilton said he found it hard to pull away from 

 

over three seconds by the time of the pitstops. 

After the stops and the fateful intervention of the 

Virtual Safety Car, which decided the race, Hamilton was 

able to stay within a second of the Ferrari for 16 laps. On 

On the other hand, how hard was Vettel pushing? He 

knew, as he said, it would be hard for Hamilton to pass.

After the race, Hamilton was as sure as he could be that 

“I never know how it is going to pan out,” he said. “You 

don’t get a good understanding until after four races. 

There will be ups and downs. Ferrari are really quick on 

the straight. And they are always good on hot circuits.”

Vettel said he felt Ferrari were not quite as competitive 

as they were last year – but then at this point last year 

they had the fastest car.

“At the moment we’re a bit worse off,” Vettel said. “Last 

year we had more pace at this point. If you look at the 

gaps the whole weekend, we’re not yet a true match. If 

you look and you are fair, then Lewis was fastest, whereas 

last year I think we were fastest and it was very, very close 

and therefore at this point we know that we are not yet 

where we want to be.”

THE CAR
SN’T RESPOND
WAY YOU

LIKE AND IT’S
STILL SLIDING
IN PLACES. IF I
COULD CHOOSE,
I WOULD LIKE IT A
BIT DIFFERENT
SEBASTIAN VETTEL “
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As for Red Bull, they appeared very closely matched 

with Mercedes and Ferrari until qualifying, when the big 

two teams turned up their engines, which the Renault 

teams are not able to do to the same extent.

But their race pace looks strong: Daniel Ricciardo set 

the fastest lap in Australia on the only lap he had in clear 

air, so the chassis is clearly good. Renault say they have 

engine upgrades coming and if Red Bull can be as close as 

they were on a power-sensitive track such as Melbourne, 

then at races such as Spain, Monaco, Hungary, Singapore 

and Malaysia they could be a real handful.

Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff said: “In terms of 

a pattern I don’t know. I think it will depend on the 

circuits. On less power-sensitive tracks the Red Bull 

might be a bit closer but I expect these three teams to be 

able to win races and go for the championship.”

Chase Carey and his 

cohorts have a fight on 

their hands securing a 

favourable post-2020 deal
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DEFINITELY I HOPE THEY [FERRARI] WILL NOT LEAVE. BUT
AN ALWAYS HAPPEN. YOU HAVE SEEN BIG COMPETITORS
ING. COMING BACK. BUT AGAIN, IT IS THEIR CHOICE

JEAN TODT “

03.03.18 Fast and the Furious   

 composer records new F1  

 theme in London’s Air Studios

06.03.18 McLaren take up their seat  

 on the F1 board for the  

 and Mercedes

06.03.18 Former Ferrari chief designer  

 Nikolas Tombazis joins the FIA  

 in senior technical role

08.03.18 Pirelli announce Canada as  

 hypersoft tyre compound

10.03.18

12.03.18

14.03.18 F1 safety director Laurent  

 Mekies quits FIA for   

 Ferrari role

22.03.18 Launch of new F1 live   

 streaming service delayed  

23.03.18 Force India postpone   

 team name change

:
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noise of the engines but is also probably the single biggest 

performance differentiator between them. No substantial 

progress has been made on engines yet, but then no 

substantive talks have really been held.

As for costs, Liberty want to introduce a cost cap, 

but that is already looking unrealistic. Even Todt has 

questioned whether such a thing is workable. The 

likelihood is a switch to cost control. But how?

Ferrari have pushed back 

against cost-control 

proposals, saying they 

will leave if F1’s essential 

DNA is diluted

Liberty are proposing more standard parts in places 

which they believe make little competitive difference 

but incur huge costs – for example, gearbox internals, 

suspension and brakes. This is unlikely to go down well 

with Ferrari, whose chairman Sergio Marchionne has 

already suggested that he could pull the brand out of F1 

if the individuality of the cars is not maintained.

Meanwhile, also for 2021, Liberty and the FIA have 

a joint project that is aimed at coming up with an 

aerodynamic design philosophy that allows closer racing. 

Many have pointed out that the answer is staring them 

can race closer together.

All the while positions appear to be hardening. Sources 

inside Liberty say Carey and his boss Greg Maffei are 

prepared to call Ferrari’s bluff. 

Todt, for his part, has said of Ferrari and costs: 

“Speculation is they may leave. And honestly, that is their 

But it can always happen. You have seen big competitors 

leaving. Coming back. But again, it is their choice.

“Knowing those people, who are smart business 

people, who are rational people, in a way, now, that is 

why we also we want to reduce the costs.

“At the moment [there are] about six or seven teams 

who are struggling in F1. So it is not acceptable to have 

It might be observed that the engine issue is a red 

if Ferrari get the money they want, they will be more 

more money while trying to create a more level playing 
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BOTTAS KNOWS

WOLFF WILL

ND THE FIRST

HALF-SEASON

DECIDING WHETHER

TO PICK DANIEL

RICCIARDO OR

ESTEBAN OCON FOR

2019 INSTEAD

“

Bottas began the season 

under pressure after crashing 

in qualifying for Australia; 

other drivers are in the frame

The start of the season has thrown up a host of 

interesting topics to feed the 2018 F1 narrative.

First of all Valtteri Bottas, whose Mercedes contract 

runs out this year. He increased the already substantial 

for the Australian Grand Prix. Not a good start, when 

deciding whether or not he should pick Daniel Ricciardo 

or Esteban Ocon instead for 2019, and that Bottas’s 

level of performance will be a crucial 

determining factor.

but that did not stop grumbling about 

what many people perceive to be the 

Ferrari: Fernando Alonso and Christian 

Horner both referred to the Haas as a 

“2017 Ferrari” in Melbourne.

Team boss Gunther Steiner was not 

amused by the jibes, pointing out that the 

wheelbase of the 2018 Ferrari, dictated 

by suspension components bought from 

Steiner says the critics “talk without intelligence and 

without knowledge. If they have a problem with that,  

McLaren and Williams, meanwhile, are both having 

to come to terms with not delivering on their own 

performance expectations.

Red Bulls, but admitted his position owed much to 

MCL33 appeared to be close to a second off the Red Bull, 

with which chassis McLaren last year claimed they had 

engines, which was the cause of the reliability problems 

that hit them in testing. 

chassis designed under the technical lead of Paddy Lowe, 

was dispiriting. Lance Stroll said he was “not racing out 

in their driver choice. With drivers so lacking both in 

Williams ever understand the true potential of their car?

The world of motor racing is all the poorer following

the untimely death of journalist and broadcaster 

Henry Hope-Frost in a motorcycle accident shortly 

after the previous issue of F1 Racing was printed.

As a life-long motorsport fan he was quite literally 

living the dream. He’d been expelled from the 

prestigious Stowe School for serial absenteeism, 

sneaking out of lessons to watch Formula 1 

cars testing at nearby Silverstone, drawn almost 

magnetically by the screech of racing engines. This 

‘incurable fever’ for the sport made him an incredibly 

knowledgeable and enthusiastic journalist.

‘H’ joined F1 Racing’s sister magazine Autosport 

in 1993, initially on the ad sales team before 

transferring to the editorial desk as a sub editor, 

where he demonstrated an intolerance of slack 

grammar almost equal to his love of all things 

motorsport. Pity the poor junior journalist who filed 

copy littered with hanging participles, misplaced 

apostrophes or mangled prepositions, for they 

would be lampooned mercilessly.

Henry also worked on F1 Racing and McLaren’s 

in-house magazine Racing Line before launching 

his career as a freelancer, a journey in which he 

connected with fans and motor racing grandees 

alike through his effervescent and knowledgeable 

commentary at Goodwood’s annual Revival and 

Festival of Speed meetings, and through hosting at 

the Autosport International Show.

Wickedly funny and great company, Henry was 

also a committed family man and F1 Racing extends 

its deepest sympathies to Charlotte and the ‘HHF 

three-man junior team’. Henry’s friends have set up 

a crowdfunding page to look after them:

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/friendsofhenryhope-frost

03
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A breathtaking view of the city skyline 
forms the backdrop as the world’s best
F1 drivers race under the lights right on 
the streets of downtown Singapore. 
Add to that a stellar entertainment  
line-up in one of the world’s greatest 
cosmopolitan cities, the FORMULA 
1 SINGAPORE GRAND PRIX is an 
experience like no other.

The statistics alone tell the story of its 
global popularity, with an average 
of 250,000 spectators attending the 
event each year since 2008, and  
more than 470 million more watching 
on TV globally.

The whole city comes alive for it, 
ensuring you can have lots of fun 
sightseeing during the day, before 
heading to the track to watch F1 cars 
thread the barriers at up to 320km/h. 

The circuit is conveniently located near 
six train stations, the well-connected 
circuit is just a stone’s throw away from 
ive-star hotels, shopping malls, cultural 
and heritage sites, as well as numerous 
food and entertainment options.

Experience 
one of the F1® 
season’s most 
dramatic races 
in sensational 
Singapore

HOME OF FORMULA 1® NIGHT RACINGADVERTISEMENT

An unforgettable weekend with high-octane 
action and spectacular entertainment awaits. 

There is something 
about night races, which 
makes them just diferent. 
Visibility is still the same, 
but you just see the 
sparks that come of the 
car better and it really 
is a good atmosphere 
in Singapore…for 
concentration, it’s really 
impressive how much 
you need to stay focused 
for this race in particular.

Daniel Ricciardo, Formula 1 driver, 

Aston Martin Red Bull Racing

For an unforgettable weekend of 
high-octane action and spectacular 
entertainment, three-day tickets are 
priced from SGD248 (approximately 
AUD248) at early bird prices with 
savings of up to 28% of regular prices, 
only till 8 May 2018.

The FORMULA 1 2018 SINGAPORE 
GRAND PRIX will be held from 
September 14-16. Tickets are available 
for sale at www.singaporegp.sg and 
through all authorised ticketing agents.
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PETER WINDSOR

THE 
RACER’S 
EDGE 

With due deference to Prof Hawking, it’s 

time, I think, for a Brief History of F1.

Imagine a Formula 1 world in which the teams 

dealt race-by-race with the circuit organisers – 

individually and on their own terms. Enzo Ferrari 

would tease the organisers of, say, the US GP into 

paying him x-amount in starting money for two or 

three cars and would race – or not – depending on 

the loot. Nothing was certain – particularly when 

it came to the presence of the Prancing Horse. 

Maranello quickly evolved into a sort of James 

Dean-ish here today/gone tomorrow race team

of legendary stature. The spell was cast.

And picture an F1 in which you could buy just 

about any racing car you like – from an old BRM 

to a new Lotus, Brabham or Ferrari – and go 

racing when and as you choose. Three races only? 

No problem. One-car team? Go ahead: enter five 

cars if you like (as BRM did in 1972). 

Bernard Ecclestone changed all of that. Quickly 

flushing down the toilet the remnants of the old 

FIA (in the form of Jean-Marie Balestre, whom he

hung out to dry during the 1982 Kyalami drivers’ 

strike) and replacing them/him with his buddy, 

Maximilian Mosley, Bernie flashed a few fivers 

and persuaded the wide-eyed F1 team owners, 

including Ferrari, to form a club and to let him 

negotiate with the circuit owners on their behalf. 

The F1 Union was born.

F1 being capital-intensive, in that it demands all 

the money to be paid up front (as in 1st January, 

oh-nine-hundred-hours and the first of every 

month thereafter), Ecclestone found himself 

dealing with a bunch of guys who lived hand-

to-mouth, race-by-race. What money they had 

they spent on racing. The profits were negligible; 

“sponsorship” in those days was something to do 

HOW DID WE
GET TO WHERE 
WE ARE NOW?

with charity runs. Brilliant entrepreneurs like Enzo Ferrari and Colin 

Chapman built road-car empires to fund their racing; others – like 

Brabham and Cooper – sold lower-rung race cars in order to pay 

the bills. Sometimes they were in the black, most times the numbers 

were in the red. Bankruptcies were common. 

Being smarter than the rest, and considerably richer, Ecclestone 

began to supply more money to the team owners than they’d ever 

known before. He also convinced them, while they were counting 

their dosh, to sign over to him such novelties as “TV rights”, 

“hospitality rights”, “circuit signage” and “travel/freight rights”. 

Enzo and Colin and Ken Tyrrell and Ron Dennis never complained: 

they were also taking a percentage. The size of that percentage 

– or whether one was receiving more than another – was never 

questioned: without Bernie, the rights would never have existed.

To cement things, Bernie also persuaded the Union to build walls 

around their city – to make it impossible for anyone new to enter F1 

and to keep the cake slices big.

Hence they agreed that each team owner 

would have to design and build his own F1 car 

and to enter two of these prototypes in every 

race. There was no talk about technology 

being Formula 1’s DNA back then; it was 

about protectionism, pure and simple. In 

time, Bernie also produced his own TV

feed, thereby controlling the air time 

apportioned to the team and track sponsors, 

and printed his own paddock and media 

passes. He had a currency. 

And they all became millionaires.  

2000 was when it all began to crumble: 

Ecclestone sold his F1 rights for €2bn. The 

initial cracks were small because the deal 

still allowed Ecclestone to maintain overall 

control. Likewise the re-sale to CVC.

Then Max Mosley made the front cover 

of Private Eye. Ecclestone touted Jean Todt 

as a replacement but Todt, once ordained, 

wouldn’t play. His eye off the ball a little, 

Ecclestone compounded things by failing to 

adapt to the digital era – and failing even to 

spend money on PR and marketing divisions. 

“The teams will sell F1 on their own,” he 

used to say. “The internet [and presumably, 

he believed, electric race cars] will never 

happen.” The spat produced two major 

disasters - the current, crazy-expensive F1 

engine rules and a Formula E category that 

runs independently of F1. Everyone with a 

brain knew, and knows, that FE should have 

been F1’s from the start. 

Media empires smelled blood.

The Liberty deal of 2017 ultimately means 

that Ecclestone has lost his executive power. 

@F1Racing_mag

facebook.com/

f1racingmag
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Chase Carey and Bernie 

Ecclestone. Men with very  

different approaches to the 

business of Formula 1 



Yes, F1 can “unleash” global marketing campaigns and grid kids and

agencies in China, but the big news is that the F1 Union meetings –

basically unchanged for over 40 years – are now being chaired by a

media guy with no history with the teams, no history with the FIA

and a genuine, worrying desire “to do what’s best for the F1 brand”.

Thus the noises we hear from the big

meeting rooms: “Ferrari are going to quit!”;

“F1 can survive without Ferrari!”; “Equal pay

for all!”; “Don’t tempt Marchionne!”; “Keep

engines as they are!”; “Engine regs must be

changed!”; “Budget caps are crucial!”; “Spend

what it takes!”. And so on.

It’s 1981 all over again, except that there

LIBERTY’S ONLY SOLUTION TODAY: PAY MUCH MORE
MONEY TO THE TEAMS AND A HUGE, ANNUAL BONUS TO
FERRARI; GET THE NEW AGREEMENT SIGNED. CONTINUE
TO SPEND BIG ON F1 CITY DEMOS AND THE F1 BRAND

are now six noughts attached to every digit.    

To be fair, no auditing firm was ever going to 

be able to tell Liberty what they’d bought. Audits 

by definition are visible. F1 by definition is not. 

The best auditors would have been Bernie himself 

(yeah, right!) and the real Formula 1 people 

on the ground.

F1’s P&Ls [profit and loss statements] no doubt 

made good reading – but beneath the surface 

there are too many imbalances. To fund the 

PR and the growth of the F1 show, you tighten 

the money-flow to the teams and expose the 

inequalities between them. Tighten the money-

flow to the teams and you kill the show.  

Bernie’s business model, all those years ago, 

was that fragile. Ferrari-fragile.

Liberty’s only solution today: pay much more 

money to the teams and a huge, annual bonus to 

Ferrari; get the new Agreement signed. Continue 

to spend big on F1 city demos and the F1 brand. 

Pour funds into the development of young drivers 

in countries like China, India, South Korea and 

the UAE. And underwrite two additional F1 races 

in the USA, return races in South Korea and India, 

and pay subsidies to ensure the future of the 

British GP at Silverstone. 

Oh yes: and forget about the profit side of the F1 

books. That disappeared when they said goodbye 

to Bernie Ecclestone.

Max and Bernie 

went back a long 

way. Here, at the 

1973 British Grand 

Prix, the pair 

were simply team 

owners, of March 

and Brabham 

respectively 
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The FISA/FOCA war of 1982 came to a head at 

Imola when the FOCA teams, led by Ecclestone, 

boycotted the race. McLaren driver Niki Lauda 

and designer John Barnard listen in to Bernie...
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Pre-season testing always sparks some

controversy based on creative interpretations of

the 105 pages of Technical Regulations that govern

the design of the cars. It’s the first time that rival

technical directors get a look at the opposition,

and inevitably this leads to discussion of

the semantics that may be used to form the

understanding of those regulations.

I’ve mentioned oil burning briefly in this

column before, but since interest in this abstruse

subject – which many thought had been put

to rest – has been sparked afresh, it’s worth

revisiting and examining in more detail.

Perhaps the first thing to point out is that the

use of lubricating oil to enhance power through

improved combustion is not new. In the last

era of turbocharged engines some pretty exotic

but highly lethal fuels were used. These were

pioneered by BMW, who had supposedly found

OIL BE DAMNED:
FORMULA 1’S
BURNING DESIRE

the formula through reading papers regarding fuel development for

the highly boosted engines used by the Luftwaffe fighters in World

War II. These fuels bore little or no resemblance to petrol, and

indeed the rules didn’t require that they should. Instead they were

a mixture of hydrocarbons; the majority was blended from benzine,

xylene and toluene. The primary component was the toluene at close

on 85 per cent of the fuel mass, which had an octane rating of 121,

significantly higher than the 100 octane standard aviation fuel.

Unfortunately toluene is highly carcinogenic. Having

contemplated the implications, after a short while the FIA defined

a fuel for the engines that was much closer to road fuels.

This left the engine developers with a

problem as they could not run the boost

anywhere near as high as they would like,

since the new fuel didn’t have the anti-knock

properties of the recently banned fuel.

Some of the more resourceful realised

that while the fuel may be limited, the oil

wasn’t, and on any engine it’s normal for a

small quantity of oil to enter the combustion

chamber, either through bypassing the piston

rings or through leakage of the valve guides.

In addition it wasn’t too difficult to

contrive a system on a turbocharged engine

where the oil used to lubricate the turbo

bearing could be encouraged to leak into

the compressor and hence find a direct path

to the combustion chamber. It wasn’t long

before the lubricating oils were being doped

with anti-knock compounds to allow modest

increases in boost. This wasn’t illegal; it was

just an example of the rule maker being one

step behind the rule exploiter.

If we now fast forward to 2014 we had the

potential to revisit this contrivance but for

slightly different reasons.

In 2014 the current hybrid power unit was

introduced. Just as significant as its novel

architecture was the fact that this was the

first F1 engine to be governed by a fuel-flow

limit. Until then, all normally aspirated racing

engines had been designed on the principle

that one needed to get as much air as possible

into the engine and then inject the right

amount of fuel to obtain best torque.

One kilogramme of gasoline contains

around 43 megajoules of energy. The 2014

regulations decreed that the maximum fuel
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Exotic fuels are now outlawed in Formula 1; the blends used have to be closely related to pump fuel 

In the last turbo era, 

engine manufacturers 

used oil burning to 

circumvent the rules 

banning high-octane 

fuel blends

UNDER 
 THE
HOOD
PAT SYMONDS

@F1Racing_mag

facebook.com/

f1racingmag



rate was 100kg/hr or around 28 grams a second. Irrespective of 

efficiency, this means that the maximum available chemical energy 

is now dictated by the fuel-flow limitation. Consequently if you could 

add one per cent more ‘fuel’ with an equivalent chemical energy, 

then you would achieve one per cent more power on the assumption 

that the thermal efficiency remained the same.

People soon realised that this additional 

‘fuel’ might be added through combining 

additives to the lubricating oil and then 

contriving for that fuel to enter the 

combustion chamber in a controlled manner.

Over and above the possibility of simply 

increasing the calorific value, or chemical 

energy available, it was soon realised that  

the old anti-knock chemicals could be of  

even greater value and it’s likely that this  

was the road once again travelled.

 THE MAXIMUM AVAILABILE CHEMICAL ENERGY IS 
NOW DICTATED BY THE FUEL-FLOW LIMITATION. IF  
YOU COULD ADD ONE PER CENT MORE ‘FUEL’, YOU 
COULD ACHIEVE ONE PER CENT MORE POWER 

In addition, due to a ruling made some years 

ago it was a requirement that the engine breather 

was vented into the air box. An ideal route to inject 

the additive and one that could be controlled by 

a separate valve if necessary. During 2017 it was 

accepted that the chemical definition of oil was 

free but that oil consumption must be limited 

to 1.2 litres per 100 kms or around 0.06 litres a 

lap. For 2018 that limit has been halved and the 

teams must supply the FIA with a continuous 

measurement of engine oil level. There’s a ban on 

active valves into the engine air intake too.

Perhaps most importantly there’s a new Article 

20 which defines engine oil in such a way that to 

comply, oil must now be essentially a substance 

that we would all recognise as a lubricant…
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FACE/OFF
T H E  F I G H T  F O R  F I V E
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WORDS ANDREW BENSON

For the first time in F1 history, two four-time 
world champions go head-to-head for a fifth title. 
And with both Lewis Hamilton and Seb Vettel in 
competitive cars, the fight for supremacy should 
be a thriller. It’s one neither can afford to lose… 
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BY the end of 2018, the likelihood is that either Lewis Hamilton or Sebastian Vettel will

HAMILTON’S
VOYAGE OF
DISCOVERY

THE FIGHT 

FOR FIVE

hurts

does
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do that, he has to beat Vettel and then keep on beating 

him, so his rival – who is two-and-a-half years younger  

– cannot overtake his statistics.

The motivation behind this competition is not only

external, in terms of how Hamilton is perceived, but

also internal, in terms of how Lewis perceives himself

and his contemporary rivals. Throughout most of last

year, Hamilton’s public utterances made it very clear that

he held Seb Vettel in high regard.

“Competing against a four-time world champion, you

know you are competing against the best,” he said at one

point. “You are competing against someone who is really

on form and generally you are both on the knife edge and

one of you is going to falter. I love that challenge of trying

not to be the one that falters.”

Then, on another occasion, he remarked: “He is an

exceptional driver and he continues to show that year

upon year and what he does in that Ferrari is fantastic.”

And yet… Hamilton does not even think that Vettel

is the best among his rivals. In an interview at the end

of last season, he said he regarded himself, Vettel,

Fernando Alonso and Max Verstappen as the top drivers.

But discussing the prospect of a challenge that might be

mounted by a future team-mate, he added: “I already

feel like I’ve raced against the best here, which in my

personal opinion is Fernando.”

There was another point last year when he said: “I was

The truth of that statement is somewhat debatable.

that was decided on a results count-back of second

places, after they tied on both points and wins. Of the

you can get in Formula 1.

Nevertheless, Hamilton’s remark is well worth 

emphasising, because it sums up his self-belief. Based  

on that collection of public utterances, it appears to be: 

“I’m the best. Alonso’s the closest to me. And I’m damned 

if I’m going to allow myself to be beaten by anyone else  

in Hamilton’s mind. As that season was unfolding, he 

made much of the reliability problems that undoubtedly 

 

has tended only to talk about his own fallibilities – the 

dodgy starts, the off-weekends, the need to be at his  

with the skewed reliability record.

This awareness of his own potential weaknesses, and

a sense that only he can beat himself, was also clear

in his reaction to Vettel’s moment of madness at the

of pique, believing incorrectly that he had brake-tested 

him. Once he had made it clear that Vettel had taken the 

Hamilton had this to say about the situation: “We are 

tennis, great players, great golfers, their mind is in 

control. You’re having a battle with the guy and there is 

that famous saying: ‘Keep your friends close and your 

enemies closer.’ I watch Sebastian. I know what he has achieved. I know how consistent  

he has been. I know where his strengths and weakness are. I know the strengths and 

weaknesses of his car.

“Look at Nadal and Federer, the composure they have through a game and how they 

present themselves after a win or a loss. I try to follow that and take a lot of inspiration from 

that. There are times he probably hates me but I try not to contain any negativity. I have 

managed to build this barrier to bounce off negativity. Love conquers all.

“The feud after Baku and all that – even today, it doesn’t matter. What matters when  

you fall is how you get up.” 

IS IT PERSONAL?

The greatest of rivals; the 

greatest of respect. But for 

Hamilton, only because he is 

certain that he is the best
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THE FIGHT
FOR FIVE
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Youngest ever race winner 21 years 2 months 11 days    Youngest ever championship runner-up 22 years, 3 months, and 15 days  

Youngest ever championship winner 23 years 4 months 11 days

VETTEL

Races started 199

Wins 48

Win percentage 24.1%

Fastest laps 33

Points 2,450

Laps led 3,030

Races led 89

CHAMPIONSHIPS 4

WHOSE
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Greatest number of  poles 73    Greatest number of wins at different tracks 24   All-time highest number of career points 2,628

HAMILTON

Races started 209

Wins 62

Win percentage 29.7%

Fastest laps 38

Points 2,628

Laps led 3,535

Races led 115

CHAMPIONSHIPS 4

Statistics correct as of 2018 Australian Grand Prix
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If Ferrari have they are

a match for Mercedes, it is also valid to ask whether

Vettel believes, deep down, that he really is a better

driver than Hamilton, in the way that on very

ieves he is a

It’s unlikely that question will be answered for some

time – if ever. And it is almost certainly not relevant,

because Vettel has a more tangible goal in mind than

that. It’s not just about a number for him either. He

wants to be the next person to win the championship

for Ferrari, and to follow in the footsteps of his hero

now the biggest challenge and dream I have. It’s what I want to achieve.”

a

move; it was only a matter of when.

IN
IA T’S

When Alonso began to lose faith in Ferrari through

2013, the idea began to solidify in the mind of Ferrari

president Luca di Montezemolo. In 2014, Alonso f

out with new team

was s

Ricci

Alon

Vette

let him exit and hi egan.

“Ferrari has something unique,” says Vettel,

“something that other teams don’t have… it appears that

s

haven’t yet achieved what we wanted to achieve.”

Andrew Benson is BBC Sport’s chief F1 writer

tage with

th who are

nce. A fast but

ed ready to defeat

bilities – both

rms of reliability. If

9 kept the strengths

of the W08 and eliminated many of its weaknesses,

Hamilton could m ke the championship a walkover.

[For a full analysis of Mercedes’, Ferrari’s and Red

Bull’s 2018 technical approaches, turn to p49.]

THEY’R
FIGHTIN

WIT

THE FIGHT
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WORDS JAMES ROBERTS

PICTURES                                   : LORENZO BELLANCA

THE DRIFTER
F1 drivers strive to eliminate mistakes because when they slide their 

car they lose time. But Lewis Hamilton needn’t worry: for today’s 

Mercedes passenger rides he can drift sideways to his heart’s content
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says Lewis Hamilton with a grin as the tyres

beneath his Mercedes C63 squeal and throw up

vast plumes of sky-blue rubber smoke. He makes

it look so effortless. Through a right-hander in a

beautifully balanced four-wheel drift, Lewis spins

weight of the car in the opposite direction and

slides around a left-hander. “I push the car to the

limit,” he adds. “And I try to get the drift to go on

as long as possible…”

It was 110 years ago, on the very spot where

Lewis has just left rubber marks on the asphalt,

to great fanfare. Situated to the south-west of

London, Brooklands was a 2.75-mile oval with

banking almost nine metres high in places. Car

manufacturers such as Fiat, Mercedes and Benz

were beginning to understand how racing could

be a shopfront for their newly created products,

and Brooklands was built with the aim of kick-

starting a British car industry that was already

beginning to be left behind by continental

developments. During construction, excavators

uncovered the remains of ancient furnaces

on the Brooklands site, enabling historians to

divine that the Iron Age in Britain had begun

much earlier than previously thought. A positive

augury for a new era of industry?

It’s perhaps apt that today one of Britain’s

highest paid and most commercially astute

sportsmen is driving a Mercedes-Benz on the

site of the original Brooklands circuit on a

sponsorship day for Monster Energy drinks. The

marketing of products through sporting talent is

still going strong. And for F1 Racing, this is

a rare chance to observe the skills of the four-

time world champion close-up. As he throws

the 4-litre V8 bi-turbo saloon around the little

track built on the Brooklands estate, overlooking

Mercedes-Benz World, Lewis reveals that

drifting does take a bit of practice, even for

a 62-time grand prix winner.

“I remember when I was young, I went to 

an event organised by a car magazine,” recalls 

Lewis as he dances on the pedals. “It was on an 

oval and we had to drift a BMW Z3 M Roadster.

There was a rally driver who was doing it

perfectly and I was 16 and had never driven a

car before. Trying to drift it was impossible. So,

doing it now… it’s just years of practice.”

We leave the brakes smouldering on the C63

and head into Mercedes-Benz World to discuss

the here-and-now. Lewis has built a career to be

proud of: breaking Ayrton Senna’s pole record

and matching Alain Prost’s tally of four titles. But

despite the experience of 209 starts, he admits

he approaches every race with trepidation.

“Every single race I do I have the same

thought process,” he says. “How is it going to

go? You prepare yourself the same way, so you

have the same anxiousness and it doesn’t mean

that you’re always relaxed. Every single race you

want to win, you want to perform at your best,

you want to make the right moves. You never

want to lose time, so you always have those same

for the championship or not.”

After falling behind Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel 

during the opening stretch of last season, Lewis 

took advantage of the Scuderia’s poor reliability 

and dug deep within himself – unleashing a level 

of performance that left even his own team-mate 

stunned – to ensure the world championship 

was his before the season’s end. Early form 

suggests that Lewis will be pitched against Vettel 

again this season, but as the contact between 

them in Baku proved, he’s not easily thrown by 

“Ultimately I think there’s different ways you 

gate’, the moment Vettel retaliated after feeling 

Lewis had brake-tested him behind the Safety 

Car. “I knew what I was there to do and I didn’t 

want anything to distract me. I wasn’t going to 

let myself say something or react in a way that 

would create some negative swirl that would 

steer me off course from my ultimate goal.

 

“I remember when I was young, trying to 

drift it was impossible. So, doing it now…



Smoking rubber as 

Lewis goes sideways 

– tricks you wouldn’t 

normally see out on 

track, but they’re all 

part of his skill set
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“You learn to compartmentalise these things – 

honestly, in the race I was not fazed when he did 

it. But I did think: ‘What the hell is he doing?’ 

and when I spoke to him later I said, ‘That’s a 

sign of disrespect, don’t disrespect me like that 

again.’ I wouldn’t do that to someone, I’ve never 

done that and I don’t know what he was thinking 

to have done it.”

Along with his razor-sharp pace, one of 

Hamilton’s strengths last year was his calm and 

measured approach, and that will continue to 

make him a formidable opponent for the new 

season. There’s little in the way of unsettling 

change this year, regulation-wise, save for 

introduction of a new hypersoft option. 

When Lewis was styling it up sideways in the 

C63 earlier he was giving no thought to its effects 

on the tyres, in marked contrast to his skill in 

in an F1 car. In the Pirelli era, managing tyres, 

their temperatures and ultimately their wear rate 

has been critical in unlocking performance. 

“There’s a window where the tyre is at its 

best and you try to keep the rear temperatures 

as low as possible – that’s easy,” he says. “The 

fronts always take a lot longer to come in. The 

key is working the fronts without letting the 

rears come up at the same time. And traction is 

really important, so you try not to break traction 

throughout the lap. If you do, the temperatures 

You’re always on the edge of the grip level. 

“I’ve always been able to make the tyres last, 

notably in GP2, but it’s a quest to try to do it in 

F1, particularly if you haven’t got the balance of 

the car quite right. Last year I was able to hone 

into understanding the tools you need and we 

had a really strong front tyre as a result.”

More tyre torture awaits as Lewis is called 

away to wow the queue of Monster Energy guests 

with a handful of laps on the edge of adhesion. 

The sight of the British world champion in a 

drift would have brought a smile to the face of 

Hugh Fortescue Locke King, the entrepreneur 

who paid £150,000 to have Brooklands built on 

of British motor racing is continuing apace.  

Learning to keep calm 

and compartmentalise 

has helped Lewis stay 

sane and relaxed 
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SUPERPOWER 
SHOWDOWN

Lewis vs Seb for a fifth 
title is this year’s headline 

contest. But the Mercedes vs 
Ferrari vs Red Bull superteam 

slugfest will be just as 
ferocious. Ben Anderson 

takes a peek beneath 

the leading contenders’ 
intricately sculpted forms 

FORMULA 1 is a gladiatorial contest between 

PICTURES
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If it ain’t 
broke… well, 

it still 
needs fixing

“Every time we make a big change there’s always an 

the exhaust pipes better? How do we make the cooling in the 

the good bits. You look and think ‘it’s only two milliseconds’, 

but you do it in ten places and it’s 20 milliseconds.”

This statement by Andy Cowell, chief whizz at Mercedes’ 

that has underpinned the team’s recent dominance of F1. 

Team boss Toto Wolff talks of the team motto: ‘See it, say it, 

while you’re at, make the good bits better too.

you won’t see risk-taking. We are in a risk-taking business.”

deliberately built their 2017 car to 90 per cent of its design 

challenges. Last year’s W08 had the longest wheelbase on 

the grid, affording great stability on high-speed tracks, and 

offering the aerodynamicists plenty of physical space on 

which to place performance-enhancing parts.

too hard on its tyres. Extracting performance also required 

engineers to “ignore a lot of what we thought were the 

standard ways of engineering a car and go off in the opposite 

Despite these troublesome characteristics, which led Wolff 

The front suspension has been altered and the rear ride-

more apparent than in the incredibly tight packaging around 

tune of 0.25 seconds per lap, according to Allison.

ways of getting downforce and performance into the car. 

Each one of them is small in isolation, but they add up in 

their totality to something that is enormous.”

of thousands of tiny parts that adds up to one mighty whole.  

MERCEDES W09

MERCEDES-AMG 

F1 W09 EQ POWER+ 

TECHNICAL 

SPECIFICATION

Engine Mercedes-AMG F1 

M09 EQ Power+

Front suspension 

Carbon fibre wishbone and 

pushrod-activated torsion 

springs and rockers

Rear suspension

Carbon fibre wishbone and 

pullrod-activated torsion 

springs and rockers

Brakes Carbone Industrie 

discs and pads,

Brembo calipers

Weight 733kg
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F1 RACING VERDICT 

A MIGHTY AND RUTHLESSLY EFFICIENT 
WINNING MACHINE. INCREDIBLE EVEN 

WHEN CREAKING. UNSTOPPABLE 
WHEN WELL OILED.
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Imitation 
is the 

sincerest 
form of 
flattery

Aurelio Lampredi, Franco Rocchi, Mauro Forghieri, 

Harvey Postlethwaite, John Barnard, Ross Brawn, Rory 

Byrne. The corridors of Maranello echo to some of the most 

legendary names in Formula 1 design through the ages. 

Ferrari tried to hire Newey, too, of course, but could never 

get the great British maverick to swap the UK for Italy, 

despite offering him “the crown jewels”.

Ferrari’s technical team has been through multiple cycles 

world championship in 2008, with notable technical names 

such as Aldo Costa, Nikolas Tombazis, Pat Fry and Mercedes’ 

FERRARI SF71H

SCUDERIA 

FERRARI SF71H

TECHNICAL 

SPECIFICATION

Engine Ferrari 062 EVO

Front suspension 

Carbon fibre double 

wishbone and pushrod-

activated torsion bar 

springs and dampers

Rear suspension

Carbon fibre wishbone and 

pullrod-activated torsion 

bar springs and dampers

Brakes Brembo 

Weight 733kg



      F 1  R A C I N G  M AY  2 0 1 7      45

F1 RACING VERDICT 

STEEPED IN GRANDEUR BUT HAUNTED 
BY FAILURE. GRADUALLY LAYING GHOSTS 

TO REST BY MARRYING HUMILITY WITH 
PASSIONATE AGGRESSION.

Because Ferrari must win

 

 



The
chassis

king is
back on

his throne

Although he is preoccupied with other things these days, 

such as America’s Cup yachts and Aston Martin hypercars, 

Adrian Newey’s design genius still underpins Red Bull’s 

deserved reputation for building the most aerodynamically 

studiously avoid supplying engines to this team, knowing the 

be perfectly suited to a team of Red Bull’s talents, one built 

is almost the Last of the Mohicans – a true artistic visionary 

between the windtunnel and the track, thanks to unexpected 

Once that course was corrected, Red Bull transformed back 

into their normal selves – developing their car aggressively, 

the standout chassis, particularly once it developed greater 

Mercedes technical director James Allison, who singled Red 

Red Bull retain a shorter wheelbase than Mercedes and 

which allows plenty of space to optimise the vital bargeboard 

adept at developing their cars over a season – a trait that 

– but this year they imposed earlier production deadlines to 

Bull should start strongly and gain extra strength, rather than 

The key to unlocking performance lies in the Renault 

unlock extra power without compromising reliability, the 

RED BULL RB14

ASTON MARTIN RED 

BULL RACING RB14 

TECHNICAL 

SPECIFICATION

Engine Tag Heuer RB14

Front suspension 

Carbon fibre double 

wishbones and pushrod-

actuated springs 

and dampers

Rear suspension

Carbon fibre double 

wishbones and pullrod-

actuated springs 

and dampers

Brakes Brembo calipers

Weight 733kg
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Sure, you know about his legendary dad. But how about

his passion for pork-and-beef burgers – without tomatoes?

Discover all this and more as Carlos Sainz faces your interrogation

CARLOSSAINZ
WORDS STUART CODLING

PHOTOS : ANDY HONE

}}YOU ASK THE 
QUESTIONS

Where are all these people coming from? Renault’s hospitality 

F1 Racing

 

 

F1 Racing:

in the same burger?

CS:

Carlos Oñoro:

F1R:

CS:

During the winter 

break you posted on 

Instagram asking fans 

to vote on whether 

it was okay for a 

Saturday ‘cheat day’ 

burger. We all know you 

love a good burger, but 

what is your all-time 

favourite?

Fern Lock, UK





}}YOU ASK THE 
QUESTIONS

CO:

CS:

 

patatas

Has your dad ever 

taken you on a rally 

stage at speed?

Bruce Davis, USA Where do you see your

future – at Renault or

at Red Bull?

Tom Bryan, UK

What is your biggest

fear and why?

Laca Puran, Mauritius

Have you ever driven 

any of your father’s 

rally cars?

Waldemar Twarog, 

Poland

Which is your favourite 

restaurant in Madrid? 

Would you be open 

to having a pincho de 

tortilla with me? I’ll pay!

Luca Romagnoli, Italy

 DAD WAS 
THE FIRST 

WORLD RALLY 
CHAMPION  
IN SPAIN. 
HE WAS 

THE FIRST 
SPANISH 

DRIVER TO 
WIN DAKAR  
– AND HE  
WAS THE 

FIRST 
55-YEAR-

OLD TO WIN 
DAKAR. I’M  

A VERY 
PROUD SON 

What's the single 

biggest thing that 

makes you proud to  

be Carlos Sainz’s son?

Tony Peacock, UK
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Carlos Sainz Sr pushing 

hard in his Toyota 

Celica in the 1990 World 

Rally Championship



Want to get involved? For your chance to ask drivers questions,

sign up at: f1racing.com/global-fan-community}}YOU ASK THE
QUESTIONS

THE AMOUNT
OF TRAVELLING
CAN BE HARD.
IT’S PAINFUL
WHEN YOU
HAVE TO

GET ON AN
AIRPLANE ON
20 DECEMBER
TO GO TO AN

EVENT OR TO A
PHOTOSHOOT
INSTEAD OF
BEING WITH
YOUR FAMILY

:S
T
E
V
E
N
T
E
E

I’d like to race in Madrid, at

Jarama. It’s my home circuit – I

haven’t raced there but I did some

laps in a Formula 3 car back when

I was in F3. And it’s my home city,

so if there could be a grand prix

in Madrid, I would be extremely

proud of that. So, Liberty, I hope you are reading this.

I wouldn’t say there’s anything

that is particularly hard for me.

Maybe the amount of travelling,

especially when you travel for

events more than races. It’s a bit

more painful when you have to get on an airplane on 20

December to go to an event or to a photoshoot instead

of being with your family at the time when you want to

be with them in December. But I tend to always take it

positively and enjoy it out there – it’s part of the job.

You just need to get on with it.

F1R: And you can’t eat as many burgers as you’d like…

CS:

under control. I have my cheat day each week. I know

when to do them and my weight has been good. I’ve had

my burgers but it’s also been pretty good.

Louder and also cheaper. If

there’s one thing with these

engines nowadays it’s how much

they cost. But I wouldn’t want

to go back too many years in technology. I liked the

idea of KERS, where the driver had a button to give the

possibility of overtaking. Nowadays it’s all in the pedal.

Anything I say will sound cocky

[his manager and physio burst

into laughter]. I don’t want to say.

I’ll keep it for myself [he rolls his

eyes as his entourage giggles].

[Rubs his stubble ruminatively,

accompanied by more laughter.]

There might be a bit of a weight

advantage. Maybe one gram from

the beard! It depends. I always

In this exact moment, I think

Robert Kubica. But with more

training and some proper testing,

some proper rallying, I could be

very good. That is what my father

has told me. And again, this might

sound cocky, but my father has said to me, “You have the

talent to be good in rallying and if you could prepare a

good stage, do a year of testing, you could go well.” He’s

been co-driving me. He knows what I’m capable of.

If you could race at any

historic Formula 1 track

that formerly held the

Spanish Grand Prix,

which one and why?

Brian Kenney, USA

What is the hardest

aspect of being a

Formula 1 driver?

Maria Lloret, Spain

What should F1 engines

be like in the future?

David Brown, UK

What makes you stand

out from all the other

drivers out there?

Han Duiven, Netherlands

Do you think there is an

aerodynamic advantage

to being clean-shaven?

Paddy Bates, UK

Who do you think would

be fastest over a forest

rally stage – you or

Robert Kubica?

Phil Darby, UK

}}YOU ASK THE 
QUESTIONS

He’s fully committed 

to the yellow cars 

for now – but there’s 

speculation about  

a move to Red Bull
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THE 
LONG

INTERVIEW
Limelight-shy but power-driven, 

FIA President Jean Todt is an 

infrequent interviewee. But  
F1 Racing has been able to secure 

rare access to the boss of world 
motor racing to glean valuable 

insights into the future of our sport
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THIS IS JEAN 

TO T





THE 
LONG

INTERVIEW

a funny old time in Formula 1:  

 of transition. F1’s owners, 

y Media, at the start of 

econd year in charge, are a 

me fresh face, centred on ever 

ambitious marketing and 

tional plans.

s are faster than ever and 

powerful than any since 

the fully boosted mid-80s turbo 

monsters. In Lewis Hamilton, 

Formula 1 can boast a genuine 

global sporting icon – a rival in 

eminence to the likes of Michael Schumacher and Ayrton 

Senna before him, while his team, Mercedes, are arguably 

more brilliant than even the greatest superteams of the past: 

’80s McLaren; ’90s-era Williams; Ferrari at the turn of the 

millennium; and, latterly, Red Bull.

Yet turbulent undercurrents swirl beneath these 

motorsport’s premier echelon are frighteningly elevated. 

And the contentious issue of ‘who gets what’ from the sport’s 

commercial rights holders remains a tinderbox in search of a 

spark – where’s Bernie Ecclestone when you need him?

All told, there’s quite a bit that could kick off this year, both 

on and off track, and it seems certain that the ‘F1’ tray in FIA 

to consume all of his attention.

So a good time, some might argue, to have a grandee 

2009, is steeped in the sport, having authored championship-

then, more famously, with Schumacher, Ross Brawn 

and co at Ferrari.

54     F 1  R A C I N G  M AY  2 0 1 8

T

JEAN TODT



Now 72, he’s pretty much seen and done it all as a 

competitor, having faced down the likes of Ron Dennis,  

Flavio Briatore and Frank Williams, before succeeding Max 

Mosley as motorsport’s top politician, then outlasting even 

Bernie Ecclestone. The time is surely ripe to gain his insights 

into the state of the F1 nation.

F1 Racing: Jean, there’s a lot of below-the-radar political 

manoeuvring going on in Formula 1 at the moment, 

particularly with regard to future engine regulations and 

all this, as the sport’s governing body?

Jean Todt: We are working right now on the 2021 regulations. 

has been done on the engine [the current V6 turbo-hybrid 

spec] and to start with a white piece of paper. So, for me, it is 

essential that we optimise what has been developed and work 

on what the engines are now and make them better.

is to make sure that what we propose is good for the sport. 

because we cannot deny the evolution of the world. We must 

have some sense about what is happening behind the golden 

gate of Formula 1: pollution, climate change… all that must 

be taken into consideration, because Formula 1 has to be an 

ambassador of motorsport.

That means F1 has to be representative. Everybody with  

a modicum of good sense will agree that we need to take into 

consideration the evolution of society. We cannot be talking 

every day about the autonomous car, the connected car, 

hybrid, fuel cell, electric and then say, “Oh, Formula 1 – the 

pinnacle of motorsport – let’s forget all that!” That would  

months ago we all sat together and agreed unanimity on 
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certain adaptations of the engine for the future: the parameters 

were on the global framework of the actual engine – cheaper, 

more revs, no fuel consumption limitation, being able to go 

F1R:

JT:

be fair with regard to the investments that have been made in 

F1, and clearly we don’t want to lose anybody. So it would be 

unfair to try to get some newcomers without respecting those 

who have been trusting us and who intend fully to stay.

But on the other side, we must have clear rules of the game 

talking with some potential new entrants, they are interested 

to come in, but they want to know what the rules of the game 

soon as possible.

F1R: Would those new entrants be manufacturer teams, 

independent teams or just engine suppliers?

JT: There is something here you must consider: at the moment 

we have ten teams in Formula 1 and it’s amazing to have four 

engine suppliers [Mercedes, Ferrari, Renault and Honda] for 

how can you justify it if you’re supplying one or two teams?

By some estimates, Mercedes have invested one billion 

dollars in their Formula 1 hybrid engine programme, which 

has helped them dominate the sport since 2013. Taking 

them on at their own game would require a similar level of 

most from even contemplating the challenge. 

I AM COMPLETELY IN FAVOUR OF HYBRID TECHNOLOGY 

BECAUSE WE CANNOT DENY THE EVOLUTION OF THE

WORLD. WE MUST HAVE SOME SENSE ABOUT WHAT IS 

HAPPENING BEHIND THE GOLDEN GATE OF FORMULA 1



THE
LONG

INTERVIEW

JT:

 

F1R: 

JT:

F1R:

To whit, 

the several-times repeated gambit by Ferrari chairman and 

CEO Sergio Marchionne that The Reds could quit F1, and 

others’ frequent calls for effective cost caps.

JT: 

do

F1R:

JT:

There’s a twinkle in his eye, since Todt is referring to his 

time with the Scuderia from 1993 to 2009, most notably as F1 

constructors’ title doubles from 2000-2004.

 

F1R: 
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JEAN TODT

IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO HAVE THE 

PINNACLE OF MOTORSPORT WHERE 

60 TO 70 PER CENT OF THE FIELD 

ARE STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE



JT: Ferrari were once the only team supplying engine and 

chassis against other teams which were all powered by 

Ford [Todt is referring to ’70s-era F1], so, at this time it was 

decided that being away from what we now call ‘the Silicon 

Valley of motorsport’, they needed some protection. Now I 

feel I am not in favour of it, because times have changed. 

That’s part of the answer. As for the second part… is it 

normal that Leonardo DiCaprio gets more money than a TV 

actor? Yes, that’s life: the better you are, the more money you 

get… well, you should. [Todt grins at his witticism.] In this 

activity, yes. So it’s normal they get more money. It used to be 

that they got more money with the best results. Now they get 

more money with among the best results.

F1R: Will you be involved in Liberty’s commercial discussions 

JT: Clearly, the FIA will still be the regulator and legislator. 

The commercial rights holder is dealing with the commercial 

is a good understanding between the commercial rights holder 

and the FIA, which means we are informed about what they 

do and we are happy to have them included in what we do.

A successor to the Ecclestone-Mosley Siamese twin this is  

not, but clearly Liberty and the FIA seem ready to present  

a united front in any power-play against F1’s grandee pair  

– Mercedes and Ferrari.

F1R: The initial outcry regarding the introduction of the 

halo seems to have died down somewhat, but are there any 

alternative head-protection solutions in the pipeline?

JT:

[on behalf of the Grand Prix Drivers’ Association], urging us 

to decide on head protection for the drivers. And I said that 

“we are there also to listen.” So immediately we asked our 

technical people what they could come up with, as a priority. 

In July, the GPDA said: “Don’t be weak and please respect 

what we have asked you on safety.”

So, we committed to take into consideration their request 

and the halo is the result. And now… you know, we love F1, 

life is loyalty and respect for what you have undertaken. And 

we did respect that, but some have forgotten that. 
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Now in his third term as 

FIA President, Jean Todt’s 

current focus in F1 is a new 

set of engine regulations



happy to be in Asia and to bring F1 to developing countries 

would very good. If it can be put together, why not?

F1R: 

President. What do you still want to achieve?

JT: I think we have done quite a lot but there is always a 

 

are there to facilitate the life of road users around the world.

I have been honoured to be appointed and now  

re-appointed by the UN Secretary General as a special envoy 

dying on the roads. We should not be used to seeing people 

a laboratory for what is happening on the road.

essential, but they’re also challenging. So it 

 

 

 

that the end change is constructive – and  

that’s what we will try to do.  

of which will use the halo this season]. And we are going to 

F1R: very 

JT: All I will say is that I love F1 and I think everyone in this 

our interests to have the best product available and to have  

F1R:

25 races a season within a couple of years?

JT:

calendar looks very good: the French Grand

we hear about potential new races in Argentina 

– I would love to see a race there! Fangio, 
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THE 
LONG

INTERVIEW JEAN TODT

FOR ME, THE HALO IS NO 
PROBLEM BUT I HOPED WE 
WOULD HAVE HAD MORE 
SUPPORT FROM EVERYBODY 
– THE FANS, THE MEDIA – 
FOR SOMETHING THAT  
IS FOR SAFETY

The halo has long 

proved contentious, 

but Todt rejects any 

criticism of a device 

that could save lives
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WORDS STUART CODLING

PHOTOS PETER J FOX/GETTY IMAGES

LEARNING

JAPANESE
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For many young drivers hoping to ride a moneyed 

wave of high-energy carbonated beverage to the peak 

of motor racing, the Red Bull Junior Team has proved 

to be a ghastly business. Now, indubitably, it’s Pierre 

Gasly’s business, for he is the latest young talent to be 

thrust onto the F1 stage by this most demanding of 

up-or-out mechanisms – presided over, as ever, by Red 

Bull driver consultant, former F1 driver Helmut Marko.

Students of history would determine that the signs 

aren’t good: in over a decade of separating the wheat  

For Pierre Gasly, having 
Honda power in 2018 

means more than just 

adapting to a new engine. 

His experience of racing 

in Japan may give him a 

technical edge with Toro 

Rosso’s new partners…
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from the chaff, the Red Bull Junior Team has 

groomed just one world champion. The road 

towards, through and beyond Sebastian Vettel’s 

four world titles is littered with the career 

wreckage of also-rans who were merely quite 

good. Viewed through Marko’s merciless prism, 

adequacy equates to inadequacy.

But while Gasly arrives with a spring in his 

step and a grin on his face – like some but not 

all of his predecessors – he’s not attended by 

the miasma of entitlement that several of them 

exhibited. And when F1 Racing broaches the 

question of whether Marko has sat him down 

with a list of must-must-must benchmarks to  

hit, he doesn’t equivocate about where his 

priorities lie, or what motivates him.

“Yeah, I think it’s clear. We haven’t had a 

detailed conversation about targets because it 

depends on the potential of the car; if you have a 

so you need to be objective. The main things 

are to show speed, good racing, to be consistent 

and to be there when there are chances to score 

points. For me, the main thing is that what I do, 

I do for myself because I love racing. For me, the 

most important thing is to be happy with my own 

performance. I’m always looking for perfection, 

Uncertainty around the technical package 

gives Gasly and his team-mate Brendon Hartley 

– another Junior Team evictee, but one freshly 

returned from exile – a blank slate from which to 

work. Late last season, Toro Rosso’s relationship 

with engine supplier Renault noisily self-

destructed just as Gasly was drafted in to replace 

Daniil Kvyat. It’s a sign of how desperate the 

team were to be shot of their partner that they 

paired up with Honda, whose wares promised 

little better on the evidence of a woeful 2017. 

Over winter the Japanese might have turned 

that narrative on its head: in pre-season testing 

it was the nervousness of the STR13 on turn-in 

that caught the eye rather than a lack of oomph. 

An air of optimism suffused the garage, shot 

through with schadenfreude at the predicament 

of McLaren, Honda’s ex-partner, whose MCL33 

regularly ground to a smoking halt.

“The end of last year was pretty tough with 

Gasly. “This year is going to be a big challenge for 

everyone in the team because we’re not customers 

any more, it’s a different kind of relationship 

than before. We have the same targets as Honda 

IN JAPAN, YOU 
NEED TO BE 
TRANSPARENT AND 
STRAIGHTFORWARD 
BUT IN A VERY 
DIFFERENT WAY 
THAN IN EUROPE”

“

and you really feel that the Japanese and the 

Italians are working as one team together. The 

atmosphere and the dynamic is positive. 

“The Japanese are pushing massively because 

they want to show everyone they can make 

[in testing] has been good so far. For me, the 



Since Toro Rosso made their debut in 2006,

13 drivers have raced for them. So have their

careers continued on a upward path, or have

they been unceremoniously dumped?
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 ROAD TO SUCCESS OR  
 POISONED CHALICE?

Gasly has made 

the long-awaited 

leap from Japanese 

Super Formula to 

Formula 1 – and 

his new friends at 

Honda have joined 

him for the ride
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Japanese engineers are the most committed 

people to work with – when they have a target 

they’ll do anything to achieve it, even if they have 

to work 20 hours a day. They try everything.”

It’s Gasly’s understanding of this key element 

of Toro Rosso’s new technical ecosystem that 

could help him establish himself as the man 

to take the team forwards. Last season he was 

parked in Super Formula, Japan’s premier 

single-seater series, having won the GP2 

championship but not convincingly enough for 

Marko to place him in F1 straight away. Gasly 

buckled down, got on top of the technical and 

cultural challenges and became a race winner. 

Over the winter, Toro Rosso team boss Franz 

Tost put his staff through training courses in 

Japanese etiquette to equip them for the new 

experience of the silken diplomacy required.

“I didn’t know a year ago how useful it would 

become for me to live and work in Japan,” 

he says. “I learned so much about how you 

communicate and how you approach things 

if you want to gain trust. You need to be 

transparent and straightforward but in a very 

different way than in Europe. Spending a season 

in Super Formula with Honda helped me to build 

the trust we have now – there are engineers 

we already have a good working relationship. 

Hopefully it will make things easier for all of us.”

What marked Gasly out fundamentally from 

the driver he replaced last year was his approach 

to recovering from the engine-related grid 

once did he launch a Kvyat-style missile assault 

at Turn 1 in an effort to make up ground.

“I knew that every lap was important,” he says, 

“that I had to get as much mileage as possible 

because that’s how you gain experience, how you 

learn from the car and make progress. If you ruin 

your race at Turn 1, it’s not good for the team, 

also you don’t learn anything. I’ve been trying to 

build every weekend, racing in a smart way. It 

will be different this year because I’m doing the 

full season, and I know the car better. There will 

be opportunities but you need to understand how 

much risk to take depending on the situation.” 

So is he ready to get his elbows out? After all, 

no racer can afford a reputation as someone with 

whom you can take liberties. “Oh that’s right,” he 

says with an impish grin. “It doesn’t mean you 

have to crash, but you have to show them…”  





THE STANDARD BY
WHICH ALL OTHERS

MUST BE
JUDGE

”

50 years ago, on 

April 7 1968, double 

world champion 

Jim Clark was killed 

in a Formula 2 race 

at Hockenheim. 

Peerless in his prime, 

for some he remains 

the greatest  

Formula 1 driver ever 

to have lived. Here, 

two of the most 

respected grand 

prix writers, Peter 

Windsor and Nigel 

Roebuck, share 

their memories of 

Clark and explain 

why he remains an 

inspiration to 

this day…

JIM

CLARK
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Peter Windsor: For me it was disbelief as well, 

because I used to wake up after trying to follow 

motor racing as best I could in Australia. I 

used to wake up on Monday mornings in fear 

of turning on my little transistor radio to the 

6:30 news and waiting for the newsreader to 

say something along the lines of: “South African 

racing driver… New Zealand racing driver” and 

you never knew what was going to come next. 

“Yesterday, he won the Belgian Grand Prix,” or 

“Yesterday he was killed at…” It was almost a 50-

50 chance every Monday as to what he was going 

to say at the end of that sentence.

By 1968 – I was 16 – I’d heard a lot of these 

headlines, these “killed yesterdays.” And I 

remember when I actually heard it, I was sitting 

in the little dining room we had, at home in 

Sydney… Mum was cooking breakfast and I 

was going off to school. The radio was on and 

I just remember: “Scottish racing driver Jim 

Clark was killed yesterday in a Formula 2 race in 

Hockenheim.” That’s all they said. And then they 

moved on to the next thing. It was complete and 

utter disbelief. I remember my hands started to 

shake and I burst into tears. I didn’t go to school 

that day. I didn’t actually go to school that week, 

from memory. I was distraught. I couldn’t take it 

I was brought up in a spiritual environment 

– we used to go to church a lot, every Sunday – 

and I remember reading after his funeral that 

the vicar had said: “Jim Clark wasn’t a regular 

churchgoer, but when he was around, he took 

his place in his regular pew.” And I remember 

thinking he’s going to be alright. It wasn’t until I 

J  THE STANDARD BY 
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Nigel Roebuck: I was at Brands Hatch that day [when Clark lost his life in a Formula 2 race]. It was 

the BRDC 1000km sports car race. It was cold and I was in the Clearways grandstand. After a couple 

of hours the race had settled down, so I went off to a buy a couple of books. I went to pay for them and 

the guy behind the till said to me: “Have you heard about Clark?” And I said: “No, what about Clark?” 

He said he’d been killed at Hockenheim that morning. 

They talk about the world suddenly swimming before you and it was a little like that. It was a 

complete shock. He was the one guy it was never going to happen to, whatever else. It took a few 

minutes for me to kind of compose myself and get used to this idea. And then I knew I had to go back 

to the grandstand and tell my pal. That was one of the hardest things I’ve ever had to do.

Brian Redman [an F1 and sportscar driver of the era] who was racing that day remembers that he 

was just about to take over from his team-mate – he was there with his helmet on, ready to go – when 

a local journalist came up to him and said: “Have you heard, Jimmy Clark’s been killed?”

Brian was no different to any of the others at the time – he idolised Jimmy. He said it was one of the 

hardest things in his life to force himself to concentrate through taking in this overwhelming news. 

I remember driving back to London and because I hadn’t heard it formally, I thought maybe it 

wasn’t true. We were frantically searching for a news station that might have something about it and 

Clark swept to victory in the 

1962 Oulton Park Gold Cup; only 

Graham Hill was on the same lap
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heard that, that I started to recover again.  

I would say that I believe in life after death and 

I believe souls never die and that Jim’s still with 

us in many ways. Everyone is.

F1 Racing: Obviously he’d made a huge 

impression on you both with the way he 

conducted himself both in and outside the 

cockpit. Was he a charismatic man? What 

made him so special?

Nigel Roebuck: He was intensely charismatic – 

Jimmy’s voice had a quality. It was a light voice…

PW: A soft Scottish burr, wasn’t it…?

NR: Yes, it was. And it had a kind of a mid-

Atlantic twang…

PW: And I think he had a feel, a taste, for colour 

and shape as well. The helmet said it all really. 

The dark blue with the white peak. Everything 

always looked right. His overalls always looked 

when he wore glasses, he wore Ray-Ban 

Wayfarers. He just looked great all the time. 

And he dressed in a very conservative Scottish 

Borders way. But he always looked great.

F1R: One of Jimmy’s qualities that has passed 

down through the decades is his sheer speed and 

the immaculate driving style. Was that apparent 

when he was racing?

PW: Absolutely. The thing about Jimmy was how 

he liked to get into the corner early and extend 

the straight – that’s kind of how he describes 

it in his autobiography. Colin Chapman [Lotus 

next to him once in a Lotus-Cortina and Jimmy 

was doing this and Chapman was saying: “What 

are you doing?! You’re turning in too early!” 

And he said: “No, no, I like to do that.” Jimmy 

was doing it naturally and didn’t really want to 

talk about it or even think about it that much, 

because it was so natural to him.

Jackie Stewart says that Jim never spoke with 

him about the detail of driving, ever. Not because 

he didn’t want to give away the information, 

but probably because he didn’t want to start 

identifying it within himself, in case it made 

him change. He could just do it. And certainly 

when I saw him drive, the overriding impression 

compared with, say, Graham Hill, Chris Amon, 

or Piers Courage, was that Jimmy had this ability 

right on tiptoes but everything was very soft and

incredibly co-ordinated.

NR: Jimmy’s skill was a mysterious thing to me.

I’d grown up watching – and worshipping –

Stirling Moss and always thinking: ‘What does

he do that the others don’t? Why is he just plain

better than the rest?’

You could watch him and he was silky-smooth

and everything else, but beyond that, where

was he making up the times? Because it wasn’t

obvious. It was the same sensation watching

Jimmy – you watched what he did and you could

obviously see that he did it supremely well, but

he made up the time.

F1R: You can see some of his driving qualities in

pictures like one of him exiting a corner at the

Nürbürgring, during the 1965 German GP, which

he won. He’s kicking up stones, on the limit, but

Clark and the car look totally under control…

PW: And that’s a classic example of Jimmy, in the 

Lotus 33B. We kind of took Jimmy winning for 

granted. But pictures like this show it wasn’t so 

Clark rose to prominence  

in Lotus cars overseen  

by Colin Chapman (left)

At Monaco Clark’s panache was 

always evident, though reliability 

cost him several potential wins, 

such as 1964 when he qualified 

on pole but finished fourth



easy. He’s completely on the limit – suspension 

compressed. Of course, if you’ve got everything 

perfect up to the apex, then the apex to exit is 

relatively straightforward, because it kind of 

takes care of itself – you’ve done the hard work.

F1R: Would it be fair to say that he stood above 

his Formula 1 peers – that he was ‘The Man’ 

of his generation?

NR: Absolutely.

F1R: Without rival?

NR: Well I remember Stirling [Moss] holding that 

position, but then Stirling had his accident [Moss 

suffered a career-ending shunt at Goodwood in 

1962] and the next era was Jimmy.

PW: But you know, the thing about him was that 

even when you had your Dan Gurneys, your 

Graham Hills, your John Surtees and Jochen 

Rindts, at no stage was Jimmy ever worried 

about competing against those guys in a Formula 

2 car that was patently less competitive. In quite 

a lot of F2 races when he didn’t have the best car, 

drive absolutely to the maximum and he didn’t 

mind because it had been great motor racing and 

he’d enjoyed it. That was just the love of driving 

a car on the limit and getting the best from it.

F1R: Peter, It’s true to say that Jim Clark was 

your inspiration for becoming involved in 

motorsport isn’t it?

PW: Well in 1968 I went out to the airport to see 

him off after the Longford race in Tasmania. He 

and his plane was delayed. I was with my dad 

and he said: “Come and have a coffee.”

He was with one of the stewardesses – oddly – 

and we went up and he was in his famous check 

shirt, nice slacks and he had his briefcase with 

him and we sat down. The four of us chatted for 

about 20 minutes. It seems incredible today that 

that happened to me. But I remember saying 

to Jimmy: “I really really want to get a job in 

motor racing. I just hate that feeling on Monday 

morning of going back to school after being at a 

race meeting. How do I get through that Jim?” 

And he said: “If you really want it badly enough, 
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In his youth, Roebuck looked  

up to both Moss and Clark. Here 

he displays a poster from Clark’s 

first F1 win, the 1962 Belgian GP

never ever give up. Whatever you want, you’ll 

achieve as long as you never give up.” 

And I told him I really wanted to be a 

journalist and he said: “Don’t give up.” That was 

basically the last thing that he said to me and I 

was probably the last person to speak to him in 

Australia. Sadly he died a couple of months later.

Since then I’ve had ups and downs in life, like 

all of us, but whenever it’s a down, I always think 

of that moment when Jimmy said: “If you really 

want it badly enough, never ever give up.” That 

was actually a pivotal moment in my life. We 

often use phrases like that, but for me it was. Jim 

Clark, therefore, became the benchmark around 

which I judged everything in motor sport: 

attitude of drivers, approach of drivers, teams, 



cars, livery… whatever it is, circuits… I always 

think: “What would Jimmy think here? What 

would Jim Clark have done there?” He’s still 

the main man for me.

F1R: Nigel, do you have quite that idealised 

notion of Jimmy or do you see him differently?

NR: Everything Peter says makes sense to me, 

though oddly enough whenever I think of Jimmy, 

in a way the least likely. In April 1964, there was 

a national meeting at Oulton Park and I got there 

on race day, early in the morning, and went into 

There was nowhere for drivers to hide in those 

days – no motorhomes, not even any caravans 

was the reigning world champion standing there 

wearing his cardigan – the famous cardigan that 

he quite often used to drive in sometimes. He 

cold and he was just standing in the middle of 

the paddock talking to some fans. They were 
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were talking to Jimmy Clark, and why not?

A lady there was saying to Jim: “Now Jim, 

clearly. And Jimmy said: “Oh yes please!” So the 

the top, pours tea into it – this was utterly 

You know, Jimmy Clark? Is this Jimmy Clark? 

driver on Earth and I’m standing here with 

three other people on a freezing cold Saturday 

got to say? It was completely surreal.

F1R: 

a lot of great racing drivers through your decades 

Clark stand, for you, in a list of all-time greats? 

NR: Well I know where he’ll stand with Peter! But 

was the man. And there’s an element of when 

with you most acutely. So for me, Stirling has 

I went to a lot of races during Jimmy’s career. I 

saw him race and win a lot. I knew in those days

that Jimmy Clark was going to win again and it 

I can’t really tell you why, except that, well, 

everyone else and that’s the end of it. In those 

so I think that made the driver more important 

than he is today.

Clark’s final win came at the 

1968 South African GP, in a Ford 

Cosworth-powered Lotus 49
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take on board what Nigel says about Stirling and

in your view?

PW:Well if Jimmy were here now, physically, I

think he would say Jackie [Stewart] was as good

as he was, probably. I think Jimmy would say

that because he was a humble person and there’s

no denying that Jackie was pretty well-rounded

as a racing driver and pretty accomplished

was very, ve

[Amon] a

PW: Yes, he had a lot of respect for Chris, but

beyond that, where do you go? He liked Mario

well. He was just a consummate professional.

’

a bad memory of him?

Windsor’s childhood idol

Lotus 49 was unreliable at first; Clark had

to nurse it to the finish in the 1967 US GP
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THE SIX ERAS
OF FERRARI
CHAPTER 5
1994-2004

WORDS DAMIEN SMITH

PHOTOS

ACHINE

RISE 
OF 
 THE

From the ashes of disaster rose an unstoppable winning force 

– but what had Ferrari lost in the transformation?
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BOOM AND BUST: THAT WAS 
FERRARI’S WAY. FROM THE 
PEAKS, THE VIEW WAS 
BREATHTAKING. ASCARI, 
FANGIO, HAWTHORN, 
HILL, SURTEES, LAUDA, 
SCHECKTER... 

THE SIX ERAS 
 OF FERRARI 
 CHAPTER 5
 1994-2004

Jean Todt was hired by Luca di Montezemolo 

in 1993 but it wasn’t until Todt hired Michael 

Schumacher (far left) in 1996, and then Ross 

Brawn (left) and Rory Byrne (far right) in 1997 

that he had all the pieces in place for success.

A NEW ERA OF DOMINANCE: BUT IT 
WASN’T JUST ABOUT SCHUMACHER

these were the blessed members of 

equal measure; this was a machine

THIS WASN’T ENZO’S FERRARI, ALL FLAIR AND FLAW IN EQUAL MEASURE; 
THIS WAS A MACHINE, A VISION OF F1 PERFECTION DESIGNED TO DELIVER 
THE ULTIMATE RESULT, ON REPEAT – NO MATTER WHAT”

“

insinuations that Benetton were traction-control 
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WHAT PLAYED AGAINST TODT WAS THE 
BLIND DEVOTION HE BROUGHT TO HIS TASK. 
‘WIN AT ALL COSTS’ HAS NEVER BEEN SO BLATANT”

“

growing force with McLaren; but Ferrari… here 

was a chance to build something meaningful. 

Prost, and apparently even Senna, had felt the 

draw of Maranello. Alonso and Vettel would 

subsequently heed the calling, too. Schumacher 

just couldn’t resist – and the reputed $25m-a-

year pay cheque might have helped.

But he knew what he was getting into. Todt’s 

Barnard-era Ferrari was little changed from the 

those titles… this was a gamble, whatever the 

money. Still only 26, Schumacher was risking his 

best years on a team out of step with the times.

Still, the new marriage started well. After his 

than he had in his Benetton. Oh, and he was a 

second a lap faster than Berger and Alesi. Reality 

a wet one for the ages in Spain, wasn’t bad – but 

by joining Ferrari, Schumacher knew he’d blown 

any hope of a title hat-trick. All yours, Damon…

In fairness, the gamble could have paid 

Ferrari in the title hunt against Jacques 

Villeneuve’s superior Williams. Then all his 

work was overshadowed by another horrendous 

barge sealed Schumacher’s arch-villain status. 

The FIA stripped him of his second place in 

meaningless punishment.

swansong. Todt knew the great experiment was 

over, that it was time to galvanise Maranello. As 

lone gun Barnard exited stage left, Todt hired 

the men who’d made Schumacher. Ross Brawn 

and Rory Byrne had witnessed up close how 

Michael’s migration to Ferrari had punctured 

Benetton’s bid for further titles. Neither Alesi 

nor Berger (transferring in the other direction) 

could claim a single victory in what surely would 

have been a winning car in Schumacher’s hands 

changed course for a life in red.

the template for the wondrous machines that 

Häkkinen’s rise to greatness was a surprising 

a worthy rival. Over one lap, the Finn was 

probably faster – and with Newey in his corner, 

Italy was growing impatient, and the tension 

ratcheted further when Schumacher broke his 

more than solid number-two form, but there was 

grit beneath his swagger. As Häkkinen lost focus 

without Schumacher’s threat, Irvine stepped 

up – and nearly stole the crown for himself. How 

galling for Michael, returning after six missed 

races, to play obedient tail-gunner to Irvine for 

second) for Michael telegraphed how plain weird 

it would have been had the spiky Irishman been 

the one to end two decades of hurt.

a post-Sepang technical controversy. Irvine’s 

victory, shaped almost entirely by his team-

mate, appeared lost in parc fermé when his 

aerodynamic ‘barge boards’ (a suitably ungainly 

term for such ugly accoutrements) were found 

to be outside the regulatory parameters. Ferrari 

THE SIX ERAS 
 OF FERRARI 
 CHAPTER 5
 1994-2004

When Michael Schumacher broke his leg 

at the 1999 British GP, his battle with Mika 

Häkkinen (above) was briefl y put on hold. 

Ferrari just missed out on the double that 

year, but made no errors for the next fi ve.

SILVERSTONE ACCIDENT SERVES ONLY 

TO DELAY THE INEVITABLE REDWASH
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2005-PRESENT

credit for hiring the right people and creating a

winning culture. What played against him was

the blind devotion he brought to his task. ‘Win

at all costs’ has never been so blatant: the team

orders controversies of Austria 2002 and Indy

2005 were spectacular misjudgements. Todt

appeared to have total disregard, bordering

on disdain, for the sport and its fans. All that

mattered was the right result for Ferrari, and

usually for Schumacher. Rubens Barrichello

always knew his place in this team.

But did Todt care what anyone thought?

Probably not. And Enzo Ferrari might well

have approved: the founder, after all, was the

master “agitator of men”. So perhaps Todt’s

Ferrari wasn’t that different after all. That air

of arrogance, of unquestionable superiority:

Ascari, Fangio, Hawthorn, Hill, Surtees, Lauda,

Scheckter… they’d have understood.

He didn’t have everything his own way. The 

combination of canny Williams, monumental 

BMW V10 power, electrifying Juan Pablo 

Montoya and the determination of brother Ralf 

put the wind up Schumi and Ferrari from time 

to time, while a new threat from Finland almost 

derailed the run in 2003 – with the help of a 

new points system introduced directly to soften 

Ferrari’s domination. Had Kimi Räikkönen’s 

single win for McLaren proved enough to 

counter Schumacher’s six that year, history 

would surely have recalled a title injustice. 

Through it all, Schumacher remained a 

racing ethics, this was an essentially private man 

who shielded himself from his huge global fame 

by offering a mostly one-dimensional view of 

the character behind those boisterous podium 

jumps. For many, he could do no wrong; for 

many more, he was easier to admire than to love.

But surely it is Jean Todt who is most 

responsible for how this Ferrari F1 team is 

remembered. Foremost, he deserves enormous 

appealed – and won. How? The governing body 

found the means of measurement, used by their 

own technical team throughout the season and 

before, to be untrustworthy… much like their 

verdict. When Irvine’s challenge ended with 

a whimper in Japan and Häkkinen secured his 

second title, F1 sighed with collective relief. 

How much longer would Todt have lasted 

had Schumacher, Brawn, Byrne and co failed to 

in 2000? The superteam might have survived, 

but without his protection from Fiat interference 

– not to mention the meddling of President di 

Montezemolo, whom Todt always kept at a strict 

arm’s length – for how long?

As it was, Schumacher defeated Häkkinen 

perfectly executed Brawn strategic masterclass. 

consecutive drivers’ titles and 72 GP victories 

attest. Added to what he’d already achieved at 

new millennium re-writing F1’s record books. 

Other teams had dominated Formula 1 

before, but Ferrari’s hold over the sport 

from 2000-2004 was absolute: fi ve drivers’ 

titles, fi ve constructors’ championships 

and an amazing 57 grand prix wins.

FERRARI AND SCHUMACHER REIGN 

SUPREME FOR FIVE STRAIGHT YEARS
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FRANCESCO CASTELLOTTI was a 

wealthy man, a lawyer who wished his son 

to take up the same profession, but from 

childhood Eugenio thought only of motor 

racing. Taught to drive by the family’s 

after his father’s death.

This was not in some minor event, but the Giro di Sicilia, and  

Castellotti – just 20 – drove his own, black, Ferrari. From the outset  

he was overly brave: “After going off the road six times, I had to retire –  

I had no racing experience…”

Eugenio’s second race was even more exalted, the Mille Miglia, and the 

There followed, though, a huge accident at Vila Real. “I was leading,” 

Castellotti related, “but missed a gear going into a corner, and hit a tree. I 

was lying in the road, but couldn’t get up – my leg and pelvis were broken 

– and I thought I’d had it. Then two lads carried me to the side of the track, 

and cars went over where I’d been lying…” Five weeks later, he raced again.

Mountain Championships, and when the company announced its plan to 

being followed by second place at Monaco – where Ascari took his 

celebrated plunge into the harbour.

Four days later Castellotti was at Monza, testing a Ferrari sports  

car, and telephoned his mentor, suggesting he come out to the track.  

Ascari – resting after the shunt – agreed, and once there unexpectedly 

asked for a run in the car. On his third lap he crashed at the corner  

now named for him.

suspended his company’s racing activities, 

but Castellotti implored him to make a car 

available for the next race, Spa.

was much like today: if you didn’t have 

a Mercedes, you didn’t have a prayer. 

Invariably Juan Manuel Fangio and 

Stirling Moss were out on their own,  

but at Spa Castellotti was on a mission, 

and beat Fangio to pole position. It was 

a staggering performance, but unsettling 

to those who watched, not least Denis 

Jenkinson. “You saw what he’d taken out of 

himself,” Jenks told me, “and couldn’t help 

but fear for him in the race…”

Next day the Mercs predictably 

 

hard men, Giuseppe Farina: in the pits there was some relief when the 

Soon afterwards the company’s racing department was handed over to 

a winner, but in sports cars there were several victories, notably in Italy’s 

blue riband event, the Mille Miglia.

and a half hours, trouncing team mates Collins, Musso and Fangio.

By now Eugenio was a hero in his homeland, and in other ways, too, his 

life was changing. “He was,” Moss said, “everyone’s idea of a racing driver 

succinct: “Castellotti made the girls gnaw at the back of their hands…”

Rich, charismatic, always elegant, Eugenio indeed never lacked for 

female companionship, but when he met Delia Scala everything changed. 

A leading actress, she was famous in her own right, and swiftly they were 

anointed as Italy’s gilded couple.

and Castellotti was shortly due to cross the Atlantic again for the Sebring 

an unwelcome call from Ferrari, demanding that he return immediately 

to Modena. Testing at the city’s track, Jean 

Behra’s Maserati had just set the lap record, 

and it was vital that a Ferrari should beat it.

Quite why this should have mattered so 

much was unclear, but some – including 

Villoresi – suggested that Enzo acted as he 

did after accepting a lunchtime wager at 

Modena’s Biella Club.

arriving at the track in late afternoon. Out 

EUGENIO 
CASTELLOTTI

La Dolce Vita

RETRO 
RACING
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Formula 1 drive with Ferrari and 

relationship with Delia Scala 

made Castellotti a star

he went in a Lancia-Ferrari, and within a few minutes he was receiving the 

Last Rites. After going out of control at the S-bend after the pit straight, 

the car had somersaulted to destruction against a stone grandstand. Behra, 

watching, insisted it had been a gearbox problem, that Castellotti had 

arrived at the corner in neutral.

Delia Scala, informed of the tragedy early that evening, somehow kept 

faith with theatrical tradition, and ‘went on’, as ever.

The Modena autodromo is long gone, but, now a leafy park dedicated  

to Enzo Ferrari, its soul abides, with sundry pathways named for drivers 

down the ages. There are memorials, too, including one for the man  

they called ‘Il Bello’.

As I stood by it, I thought of something Peter Ustinov once told me: 

“Peter Collins was a friend, and he told me the most terrifying story about 

the Commendatore. Peter was with him at Maranello when the phone 

rang. Ferrari said, ‘Pronto! Ferrari!’ Then he went pale. ‘Non e possibile…

Castellotti morto...’ A pause. ‘E la macchina?’”

When I mentioned this to Phil Hill, he responded with a knowing smile: 

“We all knew who we were working for…”
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THIS MONTH

70 YEARS OF
SILVERSTONE

The history of grand prix racing at Silverstone

will be prominent in the two biggest events at the

circuit this summer as the British Grand Prix and the

Silverstone Classic both pay homage to 70 years of

At the British GP (July 6-8) three parades will

feature F1 cars and drivers from some of the circuit’s

was held on a makeshift track in October 1948 and in

May 1950 Silverstone hosted the inaugural race for

Stuart Pringle, MD at Silverstone, said: “We ran

a similar parade and display in 2014 and it was

In addition, historic F1 cars of the 1970s and early

’80s will return to the grand prix support race pro-

gramme with a grid of around 30 mainly

Cosworth DFV-engined cars, for a pair of races

childhood dream to race these cars at Silverstone

that we have been asked to organise a support race

quality of the show we put on in Montreal, Austin

Just two weeks later, many of the cars will be

back for a round of the FIA Masters Historic F1

Meanwhile former grand prix stars were in

the headlines when the 76th Goodwood Members’

Meeting kicked off the historic racing season in

“

”

Inside the world of historic racing

David Coulthard, Mark Blundell and Emanuele Pirro

Coulthard raced a Mercedes 300SL ‘gullwing’ for

Cup despite being pitted against far quicker 1950s 

Blundell was part of a winning team in the Gerry 

 

a hero at Goodwood, jumped at the chance to race  

the unique Ferrari ‘Breadvan’ in the two-driver Moss 

Silverstone hosted the first world 

championship round in 1950 and 

remains a hugely popular venue

THE FACT THAT WE HAVE BEEN
ASKED TO ORGANISE A SUPPORT
RACE AT THE BRITISH GRAND
PRIX CERTAINLY REFLECTS THE
QUALITY OF THE SHOW WE PUT
ON IN MONTREAL, AUSTIN AND
MEXICO CITY LAST YEAR

RETRO
RACING
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THE
MAIN

EVENT

The car that helped Ayrton Sennamake his

mark in F1 will be auctioned in the Bonhams’ Monaco

Sale on May 11, 34 years on from one of the most

contentious races on the streets of the Principality.

The Toleman-Hart TG184-2 was the car driven by

Prost, but the results were taken back to lap 31 and

Prost was declared winner over his future rival.

But Senna’s performance had marked him as a new

and Pat Symonds for the small UK team headed by the

Monaco was the car’s best result.

April 20-22: Masters FIA Historic 

F1 Championship, Imola (Italy)

April 21-22: Historic Grand Prix 

Cars Association races, 

Silverstone

May 11: The Monaco Sales 

(Bonhams)

May 11-13: Grand Prix de 

Monaco Historique

May 12: Monaco Auction 

(RM Sotheby’s)

May 12: Legende et Passion 

Monaco Auction (Coys)

May 25-27: Historic Grand Prix 

Cars Association races, 

Charade (France)

May 26-27: Masters FIA Historic 

F1 Championship, Brands Hatch

June 5: Classics and Motor Sport 

Hall of Fame Auction (H&H)

June 22-24: Masters FIA Historic 

F1 Championship, Most 

(Czech Republic)

Jun 30-Jul 1: Historic Grand Prix 

Cars Association races, 

Brands Hatch

Jul 5-8: Historic F1 races at 

British Grand Prix, Silverstone

July 11-13: Goodwood Festival 

of Speed 

July 19: Silverstone Classic Race 

Car Sale (Silverstone Auctions)

July 19: BRDC Benevolent Fund 

Memorabilia (Silverstone 

Auctions)

July 21-22: Silverstone Classic 

Sale (Silverstone Auctions)

July 20-22: Masters FIA  

Historic F1 Championship,  

Silverstone Classic

July 20-22: Historic Grand Prix 

Cars Association races, Silver-

stone Classic

July 28-29: Shelsley Walsh  

Classic Nostalgia

HISTORIC 

RACING AND 

AUCTION 

CALENDAR

Driven by Ayrton Senna in 

the dramatic 1984 Monaco 
GP, a rare Toleman chassis 

goes under the hammer

Senna was already highly rated when made his debut with 

Toleman in 1984; Monaco race confirmed his star quality
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Did any car ever so 
typify the spirit of its 
age? In ‘62, the Lotus 
25 did for F1 what the 
Beatles did for music

WORDS DAMIEN SMITH 

PICTURES JAMES MANN

NOW 
THAT
WAS 
A 
CAR
No. 66
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or those lucky enough to be there, the Beatles were 

bloom. Love Me Do charted only as high as number 

17 late in 1962, but for anyone paying attention the 

revolution was patently here, and it was turning fast. 

Some months earlier in that seismic year, an 

equally ground-shaking force had quaked through 

F1. Thanks to the British Racing Green cigar-shaped 

tube with vivid yellow stripe you see here, and Jim Clark, the 

the motor racing world would ever be the same again.

The Fab Four were no overnight sensation, of course. 

They’d paid their dues before the Big Bang. Likewise, Team 

Lotus and live-wire founder Colin Chapman had endured 

more than a fair share of setbacks during their own slog for 

success. Landmarks had been and gone without title success: 

the ‘mini-Vanwall’ Lotus 16, with shoe-shaped body from the 

pen of Frank Costin; the boxy 18, as Chapman took Cooper’s 

cue and plumped for mid-engined push rather than front-

low-drag body shape; and the Type 24 that honed the pleasing 

But Chapman had saved his own Big Bang solely for himself 

– and he wouldn’t be sharing it. 

Lotus customers seethed at Zandvoort in May ’62 when the 

factory revealed their secret weapon. The Type 25 looked like 

their 24s and shared the same mechanicals, justifying (at least 

to the letter) Chapman’s vow for factory/customer parity. But 

the reality was ‘Chunky’ had pulled a fast one. And then some.

single-seater racing car. In place of the 24’s traditional steel 

tube frame was an aluminium riveted tub created from a 

pair of D-shaped pontoons joined fore and aft by bulkheads 

suspension. This thing was not only lower and much lighter, 

it was around three times as stiff in torsional rigidity than 

the customer 24. On Dunlop’s increasingly grippy tyres, the 

potential of the 25 must have been aggravatingly obvious.

Now, monocoques were hardly new. Aeronautical engineers 

F
THE LOTUS 

  25

NOW 
THAT
WAS 
A 
CAR
No. 66

RETRO 
RACING
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such as Costin had built planes around them for 50 years, 

while Jaguar’s Le Mans-winning D-type was underpinned by 

a full monocoque. But only after Chapman’s napkin sketches 

while dining with Costin, and a wonderfully inspired trial-

and-error build process from those basic drawings, did Team 

Lotus’s mechanics realise just what the Old Man had hit upon, 

The genius was in the packaging. The problem of where 

to place fuel around the driver had dogged Chapman in his 

Instead of tanks above the driver’s legs, fuel would be carried 

in rubber bags posited within the aluminium pontoons, with 

establishing the straight-armed posture that would become 

the future two-time champion’s visual signature. Then there 

was the new, powerful V8 engine from British builders 

truck motors), which would sit within the monocoque as a 

part-stressed member, adding to the impressive rigidity.

At the dawn of the new era 

left teeth-marks in the British 

than half a year later, the 

wounds would become a faded

scar thanks to Chapman’s 25.

wouldn’t be instantaneous. 

After clutch problems ruined 

the Dutch debut, he’d win three

Watkins Glen, only for a seized

engine to thwart his title bid in

But in the year that would 

follow nothing could stop 

the ten championship rounds 

would fall to the quiet farmer and his Type 25 R4 – four of 

them consecutively and on the same set of Dunlops! With 

further victories in the numerous non-championship races, 

The return of designer Len Terry is credited for the 25’s 

from their creation to begin plotting their parallel campaign 

original, and suspension development brought ever greater 

gains from the improving Dunlops. Clark made hay.

although it admittedly only fell into his lap after another Clark 

his making, Clark would have won four consecutive titles. 

sets and in theatres up and down the land, the Beatles sent 

Britain’s youth into hysteria and simultaneously charmed the 

cognoscenti, as Please Please Me shot to the top of the charts 

to open a torrent of music that would change the world. 

Culture, society, sport… the pace of change was breathless. 

British Racing Green Lotus with the vivid yellow stripe 

represented everything that was fresh and inspiring. What a 

time to be alive. It seemed like those days would never end. 

SPECIFICATION

Chassis Fibreglass body on aluminium monocoque

Front suspension Double wishbones, inboard coil 

springs over dampers 

Rear suspension Reversed lower wishbones, top links, 

twin radius arms, coil springs over dampers, anti-roll bar

Wheelbase 2310mm

Engine Coventry Climax FWMV 90-degree V8

Engine capacity 1495cc

Power 195bhp @ 9,500rpm

Gearbox ZF 5DS-10 5-speed manual

Tyres Dunlop

Weight 451kg

Notable drivers Jim Clark, Trevor Taylor, Peter Arundell, 

Mike Spence, Chris Amon, Mike Hailwood, Richard Attwood

RACE RECORD

Starts 60

Wins 14

Poles 18

Fastest laps 14

Other podiums 4

Points (1962-63) 90

“WITHOUT 
THOSE 
FAILURES, 
NOT OF HIS 
MAKING, 
CLARK WOULD 
HAVE WON 
FOUR TITLES”
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FINISHING STRAIGHT

February. Finally, the stopwatch would prove who 

had done the best job over the winter.

Unfortunately, there was only one silver car in 

contention, for the W09 of Valtteri Bottas was on a 

flat-bed trailer in pieces after he carried too much 

speed into Turn 1 and smashed rearwards into the 

barriers at Turn 2. The Finn had dipped his left-rear 

wheel onto wet grass (a legacy of morning rain), 

picked up a heap of wheelspin and rotated hard 

into the barriers, bringing out the red flag.

That meant it was down to Ferrari and Red Bull 

to take the challenge to Hamilton on the second 

and final run of Q3. But second time around, there 

was no stopping Lewis. He had pole by 0.664s from 

Räikkönen, followed by Vettel and Max Verstappen.

Quizzed as to whether a so-called ‘party mode’ 

of the F1 M09 EQ Power+ had been available for 

qualifying and if that was why his second run was 

Lewis Hamilton delivered on his pre-season form 

with pack-leading pace in Melbourne – so how did 

he lose a race that was in his pocket?

The man who was partying on Sunday night in 

Melbourne was Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel. He had 

benefited from a moment of good fortune to take 

the first victory of the season, ahead of title rival 

Lewis Hamilton and team-mate Kimi Räikkönen.

After qualifying, this race should have been 

comfortably won by Hamilton, but as the race was 

neutralised by a Virtual Safety Car, Ferrari seized 

on the opportunity to pit Vettel and reduce the 

time lost changing his tyres. He emerged ahead of 

a “gutted” Hamilton and held on for the win. 

In the Melbourne sunset, the Ferrari man 

conceded he had been “lucky”, while at Mercedes 

there was a detailed debrief as they tried to 

understand how the win had got away…

QUALIFYING

The 12 intense minutes of Q3, late on Saturday 

afternoon, were the moments we’d been waiting 

for since the 2018 cars were unveiled in mid-

THE WIN THAT  
 GOT AWAY

ERCEDES THOUGHT THEY 

 CORRECTLY CALCULATED

T LEWIS WAS SAFE FROM 

VETTEL EVEN IF HE DID PIT 

DURING THE VSC – BUT THEIR 

CALCULATIONS WERE TWO 

SECONDS OUT

“

so much quicker than his first, Lewis replied: “I can 

assure you, we don’t have a party mode. I use the 

same mode from Q2 to the end of Q3. There was 

no extra button.”

But Vettel couldn’t resist enquiring about the 

slow pace of his rival’s first run: “Then what were 

you doing before?” he jibed.

“I was waiting to put a good lap in,” responded 

the world champ, “to wipe the smile off your face…”

Daniel Ricciardo had been demoted on the 

starting grid following an indiscretion in Friday 

practice. A piece of timing cable had worked loose 

on the start/finish line, bringing out the red flag 

and the stewards deemed that Ricciardo had failed 

to slow significantly. He was awarded two penalty 

points and a three-place grid drop. It was a decision 

he described on Friday as “shithouse” and when he 

reiterated this on Saturday, a member of his team 

suggested he “took a moment to calm down.”

Make no mistake, the stakes are high this 

season and the drivers are feeling it.

RACE

From lights out Hamilton retained his position at 

the head of the field in front of fellow front-row 

starter Räikkönen. Behind them, Vettel had fended 

off Verstappen at Turn 1 and that enabled Kevin 
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Max Verstappen,

20.953s (entry to exit)

TYRE COMPOUNDS USED

DRIVERS’ STANDINGS

1 Vettel 25pts

2 Hamilton 18pts

3 Räikkönen 15pts

4 Ricciardo 12pts

5 Alonso 10pts

6 Verstappen 8pts

7 Hülkenberg 6pts

8 Bottas 4pts

9 Vandoorne 2pts

10 Sainz 1pt

11 Pérez 0pts

12 Ocon 0pts

13 Leclerc 0pts

14 Stroll 0pts

15 Hartley 0pts

Unclassified

Grosjean, Magnussen,

Gasly, Ericsson,

Sirotkin

AIR TEMPCLIMATE TRACK TEMP

FASTEST LAP FASTEST PITSTOP

Daniel Ricciardo,

1min 25.945s on lap 54

1st  Sebastian Vettel Ferrari 1h 29m 33.283s

2nd Lewis Hamilton Mercedes +5.036s

3rd  Kimi Räikkönen Ferrari +6.309s

4th  Daniel Ricciardo Red Bull +7.069s

5th  Fernando Alonso McLaren +27.886s

6th Max Verstappen Red Bull +28.945s

7th Nico Hülkenberg Renault +32.671s

8th Valtteri Bottas Mercedes +34.339s

9th  Stoffel Vandoorne McLaren +34.921s

10th  Carlos Sainz Renault +45.722s

11th  Sergio Pérez Force India +46.817s

12th  Esteban Ocon Force India +60.278s

13th  Charles Leclerc Sauber +75.759s

14th  Lance Stroll Williams +78.288s

15th  Brendon Hartley Toro Rosso +1 lap

Retirements

Romain Grosjean Haas 24 laps – wheel nut

Kevin Magnussen Haas 22 laps – wheel nut

Pierre Gasly Toro Rosso 13 laps – engine

Marcus Ericsson Sauber 5 laps – power steering

Sergey Sirotkin Williams 4 laps – loose wheel

Magnussen to overtake the Red Bull around the 

outside for fourth place.

Soon, though, the Haas became a bottleneck for 

the Red Bulls. That allowed the top three to easily 

make their sole pitstops and emerge ahead of the 

Haas ‘train’. Räikkönen was fi rst in, on lap 18, then 

Hamilton pitted a lap later from the lead.

But Vettel, on a ‘deeper’ strategy, decided to 

stay out, particularly as he was still clocking a 

good pace on his rubber. It proved to be a smart 

‘long’ strategy from Ferrari since there followed a 

twist of fate that would determine the outcome of 

the race. Magnussen pitted from fourth, but as he 

approached Turn 3 after his stop, he slowed to a 

halt. The wheel nut on the left-rear had been cross-

threaded and although the mechanic signalled 

thus, K-mag was allowed to depart anyway. Bad 

luck – but worse was to follow.

Romain Grosjean made his stop and this 

time the left-front was cross-threaded and – 

unbelievably – another Haas mechanic once again 

gave the signal that all was not right but the car 

was once again released. A despondent Grosjean 

stopped at Turn Two, prompting the activation of 

the Virtual Safety Car – the signal for the fi eld to 

circulate at a reduced speed for safety reasons.

Pitting during a VSC doesn’t cost as much time, 

since your rivals on-track are not travelling at 

full racing speed. From entry to exit, a pitstop at 

Albert Park costs a driver roughly 23 seconds; 

under the VSC that’s reduced to 13 seconds.

Mercedes thought they had correctly 

calculated that Lewis was safe from Vettel 

even if he did pit during the VSC – but their 

calculations were two seconds out. Lewis hadn’t 

built enough of a lead to cover this.

When Vettel emerged from the pits ahead of 

the Mercedes, Hamilton was in disbelief. “What 

happened guys? Was that my mistake?” he 

asked on his team radio, but his engineer Pete 

Bonnington was equally surprised. “We thought 

we were safe,” he replied.

When, soon after, the actual Safety Car was 

deployed to remove the stricken Haas (the team 

would later be fi ned $10,000 for two unsafe 

pitstops), Vettel was able to keep his lead, 

despite a Hamilton challenge. A small lock-up 

at Turn 9 from a charging Lewis allowed Vettel 

enough of a breather to see him home in the 

lead, with Räikkönen fi nishing third.

Red and silver up front then, just as last year. 

But as a form guide for the true competitive 

landscape of F1 2018, Melbourne was 

tantalisingly inconclusive.

1

Hamilton leads Vettel (above) but Grosjean’s retirement 

(above left) saw the tables turned in Vettel’s favour (below)

Inter Wet Ultrasoft Supersoft Soft
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Sector 1

F1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND

13-15 April 2018
Shanghai International 
Circuit, Shanghai

THE CHINESE GP

 

CLASSIC RACE: 2007

Lewis Hamilton arrived in Shanghai with a shot at the 

championship in his rookie year, but China proved to be his 

downfall thanks to the wet weather of Typhoon Krosa. 

He had made the perfect start to the weekend, 

storming to pole position and controlling the early stages 

of the race. But as the damp track dried, he stayed out 

too long on ageing intermediate tyres and overshot his 

entry to the pits, ending his race in a gravel trap.

Ferrari’s Kimi Räikkönen took a crucial win, with 

Hamilton’s McLaren 

team-mate Fernando 

Alonso second, and in 

doing so closed the 

points gap to the 

Brit as they headed 

to Brazil for the 

season fi nale.

RACE DATA 

Circuit name Shanghai 

International Circuit

First GP 2004

Number of laps 56

Circuit length 3.387 miles

Race distance 189.559 miles

Lap record 1m 32.238s 

(Michael Schumacher, 2004)

F1 races held 14

Winners from pole 9

Tyres Ultrasoft, soft, medium

TIMETABLE

(UK TIME)

Friday 13 April

Practice 1 02:00-03:30

Practice 2 06:00-07:30

Saturday 14 April

Practice 3 03:00-04:00

Qualifying 06:00-07:00

Sunday 15 April

Race 06:10

Live coverage Sky Sports F1

Highlights Channel 4

China fi rst appeared on the Formula 1 calendar 14 years 

ago, but the Shanghai International Circuit still looks like 

a new arrival thanks to its ultra-modern architecture and 

top-of-the-range facilities.

Built on reclaimed marshland and supported by 40,000 

stone pillars, the circuit is roughly shaped as the Chinese 

character ‘shang’ (meaning ‘high’) while team paddock 

buildings are set on stilts within a lake, resembling 

Shanghai’s famous classical Yuyuan Garden.

A huge main grandstand, which can hold up to 29,000 

spectators, offers views of almost 80 per cent of the 

front-limited circuit, which largely comprises long-radius, 

late-apex corners. A lot of the engineering focus is to 

preserve the life of the front-left tyre, particularly through 

the high-loads at Turns 1 and 2 and Turns 11-13. 

Low cloud, smog and rain often affect this region and it 

was particularly troublesome last year when Friday practice 

was cancelled as the medical helicopter was unable to fl y.

THE MAIN EVENT

THE WINNERS HERE… 
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2017

Lewis

Hamilton

Mercedes 

2016

Nico 

Rosberg

Mercedes

2015

Lewis

Hamilton

Mercedes

2014 

Lewis

Hamilton

Mercedes 

2013 

Fernando

Alonso

Ferrari
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F1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND

27-29 April, 2018
Baku City Circuit,
Baku

THE AZERBAIJAN GP

CLASSIC RACE: 2017

The second race in Baku couldn’t have been more 

different from the fi rst and Sebastian Vettel’s savage 

reaction to a perceived brake test from Lewis Hamilton 

behind the Safety Car headlined the action. Vettel’s 

penalty and Hamilton’s loose headrest presented a 

chance to their rivals, which Daniel Ricciardo seized with 

a spectacular three-car pass into Turn 1 after a restart.

On the podium with Ricciardo were Valtteri Bottas and 

Lance Stroll, the latter losing second on the run to the line.

RACE DATA 

Circuit name Baku City Circuit

First GP 2016

Number of laps 51

Circuit length 3.730 miles

Race distance 190.170 miles

Lap record 1m 43.441s 

(Sebastian Vettel, 2017)

F1 races held 2

Winners from pole 1

Tyres Ultrasoft,

supersoft, soft

TIMETABLE

(UK TIME)

Friday 27 April

Practice 1 09:00-10:30

Practice 2 13:00-14:30

Saturday 28 April

Practice 3 10:00-11:00

Qualifying 13:00-14:00

Sunday 29 April

Race 12:10

Live coverage Sky Sports F1 

& Channel 4

Yet another of Hermann Tilke’s creations, the Baku City 

Circuit is the fastest street track on the Formula 1 calendar, 

marrying tricky, technical sections with long straights – 

including a fl at-out blast from the start of the fi nal sector 

towards the start/fi nish line.

A mixture of old and new, the circuit steers through 

the medieval capital, passing the historic city centre and 

striking government house, before speeding along the 

promenade in the shadow of modern hotels and offi ces.

The streets of Baku fi rst hosted this race in 2016 under 

the title of the European Grand Prix, but last year it became 

the Azerbaijan Grand Prix and it produced one of the most 

dramatic races of the season.

In a switch from last year, the race has moved from June 

to April for 2018, as the country plans a series of events 

this summer to mark the 100th anniversary of the republic. 

Organisers hope to return to a June date in 2019.

2017 

Daniel

Ricciardo

Red Bull

2016

Nico 

Rosberg

Mercedes

THE MAIN EVENT

THE LAST TWO WINNERS HERE… 
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ME AND MY LID
STOFFEL VANDOORNE

Apart from minor tweaks, Vandoorne’s helmet hasn’t changed much 

over the years as he always likes his lid to be easily recognisable

FINISHING STRAIGHT

I’ve had this helmet design for a while, and 

it was one of my very close friends that designed 

it for me. He’s actually the son of the owner of 

the kart team I was racing for at the time. We 

came up with the concept of the design together 

– I’ve always been very freaky about helmets and 

I remember spending hours going over it and 

trying different things.

In the beginning the helmet had a different 

colour scheme. It was more black-and-white 

based when I was racing in karts, but then I 

added the more Belgian touch to it with the 

very similar all the way through my career.

Every year I make some small adjustments - 

for example to the S for my name on the sides, or 

small touches to the back or top. But it generally 

stays the same so that you’ll always recognise it.
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BR-X1 R.S.18 CHRONOGRAPH

The BR-X1 R.S.18 embodies the perfect combination of Bell & Ross’ expertise in the world of extreme watches and haute horlogerie. It is an instrument with an innovative design created for 
racing drivers, produced at a limited edition of 250 pieces. The lightweight case is protected by a “belt” made from microblasted titanium and rubber, which serves as a shield. The colours of the 
openworked dial have been chosen to make the values easier to read: yellow for the tachymeter and red for the chrono minutes display. The skeleton chronograph movement is an exceptional 
mechanism, combining haute horlogerie and precision. 

VIC Bell & Ross Boutique, Melbourne, 03 9650 7421 | 8th Avenue Watch Co., Emporium Melbourne, 03 9639 6175 | 8th Avenue Watch Co., Chadstone S/C, 03 9569 7652 
NSW Hardy Brothers, Sydney, 02 8262 3100 | Hardy Brothers, Chatswood, 02 8423 2800 | Lucsong Jewellery, Bondi Junction, 04 15076598 | Wamada Jewellery, Haymarket, 
02 9281 8182 | Heinemann Tax & Duty Free, Sydney Airport · QLD 8th Avenue Watch Co., Paciic Fair S/C, 07 5575 4883 | Hardy Brothers, Brisbane, 07 3625 8000 
WA Hardy Brothers, Perth, 08 6318 1000 · e-boutique: www.bellross.com



OYSTER PERPETUAL cosmograph daytona

This watch is a witness to timeless 

racing traditions. Worn by those who 

embody performance and precision. 

It doesn’t just tell time. It tells history.

WHEN YOUR 

PERFORMANCE 

IS UNRIVALLED, 

YOU’VE MADE 

HISTORY.

the f1 logo, and f1 formula 1 logo are trade marks of 
formula one licensing bv, a formula 1 company.


